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Dear Partners in Ministry,  
 
Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit of 
some, but encourage one another." (Hebrews 
10:25) 
 
Now that the summer of 2021 is drawing to a 
close, we have a fantastic opportunity to review 
the past and plan for the future.  With the realistic 
concern of the effects of Covid 19 and now Covid 
19D, it has truly been an unusual summer; and in 
all reality, last year and a half.  Yet we are 
gathering and celebrating God’s word and have 
been strengthened by His meal. 
So, what can we learn from all of these 
experiences?  From my perspective, one of the 
major things we must learn is that each of us is 
important and critical to the life of the church. I 
share the following story to highlight my 
concern. 
There once was a member of a certain Christian 
congregation who, though once very active in her 
church, got “out of the habit” one summer and 
stopped attending and participating regularly. 
A ministry team from church came to her house 
to let her know that she had been missed at 
church.  It was a chilly evening.  The team leader 
found her at home alone, sitting before a blazing 
fire in her fireplace.  Guessing the reason for the 
visit, the woman welcomed them, led them to a 
big couch near the fireplace, and waited. 
The team made themselves comfortable but said 
nothing.  After a few minutes, the team leader 

took fire tongs sitting nearby, carefully picked up 
a brightly burning ember, and placed it to one 
side of the hearth all alone. 
Then she sat back in the couch with the rest of 
the team, still silent.  The host watched all this in 
quiet fascination.  As the one ember's flame 
diminished, there was a momentary glow and 
then its fire was no more.  Soon it was cold and 
"dead as a doornail."  Not a word had been 
spoken since the initial greeting. 
Just before the team was ready to leave, the 
leader picked up the cold, dead ember and 
placed it back in the middle of the fire. 
Immediately it began to glow once more with the 
light and warmth of the burning coals around it.  
As the team reached the door, the host said, 
"Thank you so much for your visit and especially 
for the 'fiery sermon.' I shall be back in worship 
Sunday." 
This past year, if you’ve accidentally slipped into 
the habit of missing worship, remember (as this 
woman did) that Christians grow and “glow” with 
the love of Christ best when we gather together 
to worship, study, and pray (as the scripture 
above indicates).  For those of you we’ve missed 
seeing this Covid year, we hope you will be back 
in worship soon!  After all, as the scripture above 
indicates, worship matters to God, so it should 
matter to us! 
I am amazed at how lightly each of us takes our 
role, as though our lives as part of the group 
don’t matter.  We tell ourselves that we can be 
replaced, or no one will miss us.  It’s all a fib we 
tell ourselves to sooth our consciences.  When 
death takes one of our own, can they ever be 
replaced?  When a child leaves home for school 
or a job, are they ever replaced?  
Whether our role is to support, lead, encourage, 
or challenge, it is significant and critical to the 
family of God here at our PLUM congregations.   



 
 
 
In other words, you are needed here. And if I 
personalize it, when you are not here, people get 
sacrificed.  Things don’t get done.  Stories aren’t 
heard or told.  A smile, a handshake, a nod of 
acceptance is missed.  And those who look to 
you for acceptance, encouragement, or help are 
sacrificed. Ironically, we all can be used as 
examples.  Human nature always justifies our dirt 
and overlooks our strengths.  Seldom do I 
experience people striving to be like the pillars of 
the church.  When we attempt to justify 
something that we have done or left undone, who 
do we use for a contrast…someone who did it 
better or someone who failed worse than we did?  
The devil made me do it syndrome, instead of, 
“God wanted me to care for … and I failed, am 
forgiven and now I will try harder.” 
We forget that individuals make up a group, a 
family, or a team.  When someone is missing, it 
isn’t that we cannot adapt to the change or that 
there isn’t someone there to fill in; it is that it 
weakens the group.  I am told that a local high 
school football team’s policy is that if you miss a 
practice, you lose the opportunity to play that 
week’s game.  Some will say that I am being 
overzealous in stating how important you are to 
the life and witness of the church.  Either we 
believe that God wants what is best for us and 
that is why He sent His Son Jesus to die for us, 
or we live as though what we do is insignificant 
and not important to the faithful around us. 
So much for my “rant” of summer frustrations.  I 
know that for many, Christ’s witness through you 
flourished wherever your life’s journey took you.  
I just want you to know how important you are 
here.  And, if we are to continue to grow in faith 
and service, then we need everyone’s help.  The 
body of Christ, of which we are all members, is 
evolving.  We need to build on that which we 
have learned in the past and challenge ourselves 
to do better in the future.  We must never see 
ourselves, as individuals or a congregation, as 
insignificant.  Things won’t get done if you don’t 
do them.  So, let’s pitch in and make it happen.  
The “Good News” awaits. 

 
 
 
Here at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, there’s a 
place for you in worship.  Each of us needs 
regular corporate worship in order for our souls 
to be fed properly. So, regardless of your pattern 
of worship up to now, we hope you’ll remember 
the lesson of the fire coals and plan to make a 
regular habit of worshipping with your fellow 
brothers and sisters in Christ as we move into 
Fall at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church!  Regardless, - 
Remember, God loves you and we do, too! 
Peace, 
Pastor John and your Pastoral Team. 
 

 

 

 

 St. Paul’s Council in-person Council 
Meeting, September 28, 2021, 7PM. 

 PLUM Healing Service, Hope (Forest Hills) 
Lutheran, September 1 9, 2021, 3PM.  You 
may attend in person or attend at the 
PLUM Worship zoom site, 3PM. 

 Weekly “Pericope” Bible Study with 
Pastor Paul, Thursdays, 10AM, zoom. 



 Bible Study on the Book of Revelations on 
Thursdays, 7PM, zoom. 

 TAIZE Prayer Service, September 10, 
2021, 7PM, zoom.  

  PLUM Call Committee Meeting, 
September 9, 2021, 7PM, zoom.  

 “What’s Next” (GROW, SERVE, 
CONNECT) meeting, Wednesday, 
September 22, 2021, zoom.  Everyone is 
invited to attend.  

 Women of the ELCA retreat will be 
September 18, 2021, Camp Lutherlyn.  
Registration at their online site. 

 PLUM Worship Service, every Sunday, 
3PM, zoom. 

 God’s Work, “Our Hands” Sunday, 
September 12, 2021.  ELCA.org/day of 
service.  A service where we celebrate 
who we are 

 PLUM Board, September 27, 2021, 7PM, 
zoom   

 PLUM Pastoral team will once begin home 
visits.  Please contact Ann Morrocco, 724-
746-5897 (amorrocco1@verizon.net) or 
contact the PLUM Pastors if interested.   
  

The Reverend John Gropp/412-680-7867 
The Reverend Brenda Henry/412-390-8005 

      The Reverend Susan Devine/412-496-4889 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 If you are interested in joining the 

Bethany Handbell Choir, contact 

Karen, church office, 412-531-9363 or 

bethany-dormont@verizon.net. The 

choir hopes to be part of the combined 

Reformation Service planned for a 

Saturday in September or October, 

2PM, Bethany Sanctuary.  

 Women of the ELCA retreat will be 

September 18, 2021, Camp Lutherlyn.  

Registration at their online site. 

 Lutheran Campus Ministry is looking for a 

bookkeeper to oversee ministry’s 

accounts; 10 or fewer hours per month.  

Send referrals or resumes to 

rev.bbennett@gmail.com or call (412) 682-

6886. 

 Glade Run Lutheran Services is in need of 

supplies for youth.  

 Lutheran Advocacy Ministry is now 

located at 1959 Market St., Camp Hill, PA 

17011. 

 “Enjoy” Coupon books are now 

available ($30).  Contact Haddie Weber 

(Messiah, Munhall), 412-897-8002.   

 Blessed Bundles was the 2020 

“Designated Outreach” for the SWPA 

Women of the ELCA (WELCA).  

 St. Paul’s Raindrops Madagascar Relief 

event.  Watch for the Clouds!   

 St. Paul’s Birthday Party for all, 

September 26, 2021.  Light lunch, cake, 

ice cream.  Contact Scott Latta, 

chairperson, (skooterkrunch@gmail.com 

or 412-994-0541), for details or volunteer 

assistance.  

 Canonsburg-Houston Ministerial sent a 

thank you memorandum on August 11, 

2021, for the donation received from St. 

Paul’s.  This donation helps to provide 

and support vital programs in the local 

area such as:  Food Bank; Meals on 

Wheels; Free Thanksgiving Dinner; 

Christmas Toy Chest; Canonsburg 

Hospital Chaplaincy. Pastor Don O’Hare, 

Treasurer. 

 The Canonsburg First Methodist Church 
will hold a free spaghetti dinner on the 3rd 
Friday of each month, carryout only.  Next 
dinner is September 17, 2021.  Meals can 
be picked up at the rear door of the 

church in the parking lot.   
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September Monthly Mission is  
World Hunger 

 

 
 

 

 

Church offering for September can be mailed to 
the church or brought to the Sunday church 
services.  All September contributions must be 
received no later than September 26, 2021.   
Contact John Straka, 724-223-9032 if you have 
any questions.  

 

 
 

Please send anything that you wish to have 

published in St. Paul’s Lutheran Church’s 

newsletter to Ann Morrocco (724-746-5897) or 

email: amorrocco1@verizon.net) no later than 3rd 

Sunday of each month.  It is important that 

everyone become involved.  Please share your 

suggestions and/or assistance availability with  

Nancy Pollo (President), 724-207-0941 or John 

Straka, Finance Chairman, 724-223-9032.      

 
 

 

 
 
St. Paul’s Council is in the process of preparing a 
cleaning and maintenance log for the sanctuary, 
Eberle Hall, parsonage, bathrooms in Eberle Hall, 
parsonage bathroom.  This will be a convenient 
way for everyone to participate.  Everyone can 
pick an item, do the cleaning/maintenance, then 
mark off the item on the log so everyone knows 
what was done.  Council is preparing to schedule 
another cleaning day. Thanks for everyone’s 
support. 
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Spread your healing wings over all who are in 
need of your love and care. Lessen pain, lower 
fear, and heal bodies, minds, and souls, 
especially for… Samantha, Julie, Milt, Charlotte, 
Steve, Barbara, Anna Mae, Lee, Logan, Dom, 
Debbie, Kim, Albert, Kristin, Jason, Pam, Virginia, 
Misty, Matthew, Rachel, Pat, Randy, Eddie, Tom, 
John, Mark, Kelly, Mike, Nancy, Jim, Donna, Barb, 
John, Michelle, Lynn, Shawndel, Rob, Fran’s 
family, Janelle and family, Jeanette and family, 
the Miller, Paulick, Galano, Burchesky, Mele, 
Richmond, Porter and Johnson families, all 
military members and their families, our Bishops, 
our Synod, our PLUM  pastors and members of 
St. Paul’s.    Lord, in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
God of all good gifts, your Son gathered children 
into his arms and blessed them. Help us to 
understand our youth as they grow in years and 
in knowledge of your world. Teach us to 
encourage their search for truth and value in 
their lives.  Protect and bless all of our young 
people, especially…Logan Billingham, Andrew 
Cowser, Gina Cowser, Elleanor Marie Cregut, Ava 
Jade Englehart, Austin Filby, Joelle Filby, Clarke 
Johnson, Larry Ryan Johnson, Gregory McGrail, 
Lindsey Nimal, Josh Porter, Jaxon Porter, Jordyn 
Porter,  Aaliyah Gilpin, Adalae Carmichael. Lord, 
in your mercy, Hear our prayer. 
 
 

 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church members pray for the 

14 U. S. Service Members killed in Afghanistan 

on August 23, 2021 and their families that mourn 

the loss of their loved ones: 

U.S. Marine, Sgt Johanny Rosario (25) 

U.S. Marine, Cpl Hunter Lopez (22) 

U.S. Marine, LCpl Dylan Merola 

U.S. Marine, LCpl Kareem Mikoui (22) 

U.S. Marine, LCpl Rylee McCollum (20) 

U.S. Marine LCpl Jared Schmitz (20) 

U.S. Marine LCpl David Lee Espinoza (20) 

U.S. Marine, SSgt Taylor Hoover (31) 

U.S. Marine, Cpl Daegan Page (23) 

U.S. Marine Cpl Humberto Sanchez (22) 

U.S. Marine Sgt Nicole Gee (23) 

U.S. Marine, Ricky Thompson (21) 

U.S. Navy, Maxton Soviak (20) 

U.S. Army, Ryan Knauss (23) 

These service members gave up their all 

protecting others.  Jesus gave up His all for all 

peoples.  Spread your healing wings over all who 

are in need of your love and care and keep these 

families in your sights.   Lord in your mercy, Hear 



our prayer.    

 

 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE – 11:15 A.M. --    St Paul’s 

September 5 – Pastor Brenda Henry 
September 12 – Lay Minister Janet Craig 
September 19 -  
September 26 -      

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Eternal Candle –Month of September 
 

 Karen Billingham & Logan Billingham  
 
If you would like to sponsor the eternal candle for the 
month of October, please notify Ann Morrocco, 724-
746-5897 or amorrocco1@verizon.net.  Donation is 
$25.00.  Put your check/money, your name and 
envelope number in the envelope and place in the 
collection plate. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 
Altar Flowers 
 September 5 – 
 September 12 – Ann Morrocco 
 September 19-  
 September 26 
Please sign the flower chart next to the front door if 
you are interested in donating flowers to celebrate a 
special date/event.  The donation is $25.00 for two 
urns and the flowers can be taken home after the 
service.  Please notify Ann Morrocco, 724-746-5897 
or amorrocco1@verizon.net if you want the 
names/events you would like printed in the bulletin.  
 

 
 

 
   McWilliams Lawn Care Service has again been 
contracted to maintain our lawns this summer.  The 
cost is $45.00 per visit.  If you wish to donate to help 
with this service, place your contribution in an 
envelope and send to the church.  Make sure to 
include your name and envelope number. 
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Assistants 
 September 5 – Carol Jean Straka 
 September 12 – Karen Billingham 
 September 19 – Carol Ferens 
 September 26 – Ann Morrocco 
 
Lectors 
 September 5 – John Straka 
 September 12 – Scott Cregut 
 September 19 – Mark Pollo 
 September 26 – Lee Jones 
 

If you are interested in serving as an assistant 
please sign the signup sheets next to the flower 
chart.  or notify Ann Morrocco; 724-746-5897; 
email: amorrocco1@verizon.net.  
 

 
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
 
 

 
 

September 14 – Carol Cramer 
September 27 – Josh Porter, Jr. 

 

 
 

 
STEWARDSHIP ARTICLE:  Anonymous 

 
“There was a time when I did not put money in the 

offering plate every Sunday.  What can I say? There 
was the worry that we didn’t have enough to cover all  
of our family’s needs.  I think we are often too 
dependent on money because we think that money is 
the solution to life’s problems. 
 
After searching scripture, we find that through faith 
we will have a better understanding of money in our 
lives but we have to have faith! 
In 1 Peter 2:9 – God says “But you are a chosen 

race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own 

people, in order that you may proclaim the mighty 

acts of him who called you out of darkness and into 

his marvelous light.”  

Think on that for a second. That doesn’t sound like 

any stewardship campaign.  Where’s the planting 

seeds to grow into trees? Where’s the returning to 

God that which is God’s? Where’s the “bring 

offerings into God’s courts?” Or sending mission 

support to the synod or churchwide office? Or use 

our time and talents wisely for the greater glory of 

God? Where’s the tithing? It doesn’t say any of that 

and I think that might be the point. (reread verse) 

I don’t know about you, but What? Me? Royal? 

Doesn’t He know what a mess my life is? Doesn’t He 

realize I’m the furthest thing from holy there is? How 

could he see this murderous, callous, hate-filled race 

of people and choose us as his own when with hardly 

a blink He could have just wiped us all away and 

started over. 

The writer of First Peter tells us that God sees things 

differently. God looked at us messy, broken, tired 

humans and instead of running the other way, He 

said, “That’s where I want to be.” 
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God comes to us as Jesus of Nazareth and he 

reaches out his hand to pull us out of the darkness 

and into the marvelous, unfathomable light…because 

we are chosen. Royal. Holy. God’s own. God places 

a crown on our heads, a robe over our shoulders, 

and gives us a seat at the greatest banquet ever 

conceived. Throughout history God takes normal, 

everyday people like you and me and does 

incredible, life-giving, miraculous things. 

Hard to believe!  Do we deserve any of that?  At 

times it seems we do everything in our power to run 

away from it. And yet God chases us down and says, 

“You are mine.” His love for us is so great and his 

desire to be with us so overflowing that he was 

willing to confine his divine power and presence in 

fragile, aging, messy human flesh and then die on 

the cross to restore our right relationship with him. 

How do we respond to so great a mercy and love? 

By giving back of what we’ve received?  In the face 

of such powerful compassion and overwhelming 

sacrifice it seems shallow.  Doesn’t God deserve the 

best?  

 

Do we really have the answers?  I don’t think so but I 

do know that God can do a lot with very little. A few 

loaves and fish feed 5,000. Ordinary tap water 

became the finest wine. A carpenter from Nazareth 

became the Savior of the world. And ordinary people 

like you and me are a royal, holy, chosen race 

bringing God’s kingdom into the world. 

And so I don’t think it matters all that much if our gifts 

seem inadequate when matched up against God’s 

mighty miraculous mercy. We have to remember it’s 

not a cash transaction. 

I ask you to imagine, what we could do in response 

to God’s call.  It doesn’t seem like much. But God 

can do a lot with very little. He already has! 

 


