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PLUM Worship 

7th Sunday of Easter 

One in Christ 

May 16, 2021 

3:00 p.m. 
 

 

PRELUDE     Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying 
https://youtu.be/5HLkRv7-np4 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Blessed be the Lord!  For God has shown us favor, 

God has sent a savior to deliver us from fear. 

God has shown us mercy, and kept the ancient promise. 

Blessed be the Lord!  For God has shown us favor. 
 

HYMN  Alleluia! Jesus is Risen 
https://youtu.be/iOszWwohHdo 

1 Alleluia! Jesus is risen! 

 Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

 Splendor, the Lamb, heaven forever! 

 Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! 
 

Refrain 

 Jesus is risen and we shall arise. 

 Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 

2 Walking the way, Christ in the center 

 telling the story to open our eyes; 

 breaking our bread, giving us glory: 

 Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  Refrain 
 

3 Jesus the vine, we are the branches; 

 life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

 heaven to earth, Christ to the people, 

 gift of the future now flowing to me.  Refrain 
 

4 Weeping, be gone; sorrow, be silent: 

 death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

 Cherubim sing: O grave, be open! 

 Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  Refrain 

 

5 City of God, Easter forever, 

 golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

 river of life, saints and archangels, 

 sing with creation to God the I AM!  Refrain 
 

THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM 

All may make the sign of the cross, the sign marked at 

baptism, as the minister begins. 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism, 

we are raised with him to new life. 

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

Water may be poured into the font as the minister gives thanks. 

We give you thanks, O God, 

for in the beginning you created us in your image 

and planted us in a well-watered garden. 

In the desert you promised pools of water for the parched, 

and you gave us water from the rock. 

When we did not know the way, 

you sent the Good Shepherd to lead us to still waters. 

At the cross, you watered us from Jesus’ wounded side, 

and on this day, you shower us again with the water of life. 

We praise you for your salvation through water, 

for the water in this font, and for all water everywhere. 

Bathe us in your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

Satisfy the thirsty, and give us the life only you can give. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our 

Lord in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.   

Amen. 
 

GREETING 

Alleluia! Christ is risen!  

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Loving God, the only law you demand is the 

law of love. By your grace, show us the path we are to 

follow, to spread your message of mercy and live lives of 

discipleship, after your son Jesus.  Amen. 
 

WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

FIRST READING                   Galatians 3:1-9, 23-29 
 

Reader: Paul 1, Paul 2 

https://youtu.be/5HLkRv7-np4
https://youtu.be/iOszWwohHdo
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Paul 1: You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 

It was before your eyes that Jesus Christ was publicly 

exhibited as crucified! The only thing I want to learn from 

you is this: Did you receive the Spirit by doing the works 

of the law or by believing what you heard? Are you so 

foolish? Having started with the Spirit, are you now 

ending with the flesh? Did you experience so much for 

nothing?—if it really was for nothing.  

Paul 2: Well then, does God supply you with the Spirit 

and work miracles among you by your doing the works of 

the law, or by your believing what you heard? Just as 

Abraham “believed God, and it was reckoned to him as 

righteousness,” so, you see, those who believe are the 

descendants of Abraham. And the scripture, foreseeing 

that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, declared the 

gospel beforehand to Abraham, saying, “All the Gentiles 

shall be blessed in you.”  

Paul 1: For this reason, those who believe are blessed 

with Abraham who believed. Now before faith came, we 

were imprisoned and guarded under the law until faith 

would be revealed. Therefore the law was our 

disciplinarian until Christ came, so that we might be 

justified by faith. But now that faith has come, we are no 

longer subject to a disciplinarian, for in Christ Jesus you 

are all children of God through faith.  

Paul 2: As many of you as were baptized into Christ have 

clothed yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or 

Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer 

male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus. 

And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s 

offspring, heirs according to the promise. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
https://youtu.be/0k67nFHgvII 

Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go?  You have the words 

of eternal life.  Alleluia! 
 

GOSPEL                                                      Luke 1:68-79 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

68“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he has looked 

favorably on his people and redeemed them. 69He has 

raised up a mighty savior for us in the house of his servant 

David, 70as he spoke through the mouth of his holy 

prophets from of old, 71that we would be saved from our 

enemies and from the hand of all who hate us. 72Thus he 

has shown the mercy promised to our ancestors, and has 

remembered his holy covenant, 73the oath that he swore to 

our ancestor Abraham, to grant us 74that we, being rescued 

from the hands of our enemies, might serve him without 

fear,75in holiness and righteousness before him all our 

days. 76And you, child, will be called the prophet of the 

Most High; for you will go before the Lord to prepare his 

ways, 77to give knowledge of salvation to his people by 

the forgiveness of their sins. 78By the tender mercy of our 

God, the dawn from on high will break upon us, 79to give 

light to those who sit in darkness and in the shadow of 

death, to guide our feet into the way of peace.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

SERMON PASTOR SUE DEVINE 
 

HYMN   In Christ There Is No East or West 
https://youtu.be/tEwLle8Ue4Y 

1 In Christ there is no east or west, 

 in him no south or north, 

 but one great fellowship of love 

 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

2 In Christ shall true hearts ev'rywhere 

 their high communion find; 

 his service is the golden cord 

 close binding humankind. 
 

3 Join hands, disciples of the faith, 

 whate'er your race may be. 

 All children of the living God 

 are surely kin to me. 
 

4 In Christ now meet both east and west, 

 in him meet south and north; 

 all Christly souls are one in him 

 throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 

unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 

Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true 

God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the 

Father; through him all things were made. For us 

and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 

and became truly human. For our sake he was 

crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and 

was buried. On the third day he rose again in 

accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into 

heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and 

the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

https://youtu.be/0k67nFHgvII
https://youtu.be/tEwLle8Ue4Y


3 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver 

of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and 

glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 

believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life 

of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

By grace alone have you delivered us, so let our 

proclamation be one of freedom and not of restriction. 

May the witness of our lives show forth your love and not 

our own preoccupation with unimportant matters. Faithful 

God, Hear our prayer. 

Empower those who write and enact laws, that your justice 

might rule their hearts and inspire them to protect and 

defend all people for the good of our peaceful coexistence 

upon this planet. Faithful God, Hear our prayer. 

There is no division between us and them, insider and 

outsider, human and creature in your kingdom, O God. 

Unite us all under your law of love and may it be our 

guiding principle as we carve out relationships of mutual 

benefit. Faithful God, Hear our prayer. 

Send your Spirit’s comfort to those who have suffered from 

hate crimes and other extreme forms of discrimination. Heal 

our relationship with ourselves and others that we would no 

longer find it necessary to lash out in the face of difference. 

Mend the broken ones and tend those in need, especially… 

Faithful God, Hear our prayer. 

For all your saints in light we give you thanks and pray that 

you would count us among them when you bring in your 

final kingdom. Faithful God, Hear our prayer. 

Lord, be with us during this discernment process of calling 

a new pastor.  Open our eyes and our ears, Lord.  You know 

what is best for the ministry of PLUM.  Walk with us 

during this journey of discernment, so that we clearly hear 

and do what is your will.  Faithful God, hear our prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your work 

which you have entrusted to us. Faithful God, Hear our 

prayer. 

Incline your ear to our prayers and fill us with power to 

begin living out our faith, by the power of your Son our 

savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

MEAL 
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 
 

Let us pray. There is no right way to please you through 

our offerings and actions, O God—only our open, thankful 

hearts freely given to you. Accept them and these gifts, 

and bless your servants in our journey of faith as your 

messengers of love.  Amen. 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, for the glorious resurrection of 

our Savior Jesus Christ, the true Paschal Lamb who gave 

himself to take away our sin; who in dying has destroyed 

death, and in rising has brought us to eternal life. And so, 

with Mary Magdalene and Peter and all the witnesses of 

the resurrection, with earth and sea and all their creatures, 

and with angels and archangels, cherubim and seraphim, 

we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
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In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus took 

bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, 

saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 

this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 

our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 

evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 

glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.  Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s 

resurrection you send light to conquer darkness, water 

to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your 

people. Send us forth as witnesses to your Son’s 

resurrection, that we may show your glory to all the 

world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

BLESSING 

May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know 

and to love the risen Lord Jesus. The God of life, Father, ☩ 

Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. Amen. 
 

HYMN    Go, My Children, with my Blessing 
https://youtu.be/vNyofVz24vo 

 

1 “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone. 

 Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 

 In my love’s baptismal river 

 I have made you mine forever. 

 Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own.” 
 

2 “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure. 

 Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure. 

 Here you heard my dear Son’s story, 

 here you touched him, saw his glory. 

 Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.” 
 

3 “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. 

 Grow in love and love by serving, joyful and free. 

 Here my Spirit’s power filled you, 

 here my tender comfort stilled you. 

 Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.” 
 

4 “I, the Lord, will bless and keep you, 

 and give you peace. 

 I, the Lord, will smile upon you, and give you peace. 

 I, the Lord, will be your Father,  

 Savior, Comforter and Brother. 

 Go, my children, I will keep you, and give you peace.” 
 

DISMISSAL 

Alleluia! Christ is risen. 

Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia! 

Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

POSTLUDE     We Are the Body  
https://youtu.be/OYOCdVI9m1Q 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

COFFEE HOUR 
 

 

TODAY – Welcome! 
 
 

Join Us for Bible Study!  All are welcome! 
 

PLUM Bible Study on Proverbs: Tuesdays at 1 PM or 
Thursdays at 7 PM in May. 
 

Thursdays at 10 AM: Join Pastor Paul for a Bible Study on 
the next Sunday’s biblical texts. 
 
The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 

The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 

The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 

The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 

The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 

Minister Mandy Gilberti 814-241-8150 

https://youtu.be/vNyofVz24vo
https://youtu.be/OYOCdVI9m1Q
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