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PLUM Worship 

Third Sunday in Lent 

Lost Sheep, Coin, Son 

March 7, 2021 

10:30 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. 
 

 

PRELUDE        Children of the Heavenly Father 
https://youtu.be/f1Le7-y9xVI 

 

Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather 

Nestling bird nor star in Heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given 
 

God, His own doth tend and nourish 

In His holy courts they flourish 

From all evil things He spares them 

In His mighty arms He bears them 
 

Praise the Lord in joyful numbers 

Your Protector never slumbers 

At the will of your Defender 

Ev’ry foeman must surrender 
 

Though He giveth or He taketh 

God His children ne’er forsaketh 

His, the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them, pure and holy 

 

WELCOME and PRAYER REQUESTS 

GATHERING 
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We have all gone astray like sheep, 

Yet God has called us back. 

We long for your salvation, Lord. 

Your law is our delight. 

Let us sing of God’s promises, 

For we live to praise our creator! 
 

HYMN       Softly and Tenderly Jesus is Calling 
https://youtu.be/Qf_glkmbNbQ 

 

Softly and tenderly Jesus is calling, 

calling for you and for me. 

See, on the portals he's watching and waiting, 

watching for you and for me. 
 

Refrain 

"Come home, (Come home,) 

come home! 

Ye who are weary, come home." 

Earnestly, tenderly, Jesus is calling, 

calling, "O sinner, come home!" 
 

Why should we tarry when Jesus is pleading, 

pleading for you and for me? 

Why should we linger and heed not his mercies, 

mercies for you and for me?  Refrain 
 

Oh, for the wonderful love he has promised, 

promised for you and for me! 

Though we have sinned, he has mercy and pardon, 

pardon for you and for me.  Refrain 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

We confess our sins before God and one another. 

Pause for silence and reflection. 

God of mercy, 

Jesus was faithful even in the face of death, yet we so 

often fail you in day to day living. Our commitment 

is shaky, our promises are unreliable, and our 

actions are questionable. We quit when discipleship 

becomes difficult and complain that we don’t get 

enough credit. Forgive us our neglect of your 

mission and our lukewarm devotion and wake us up 

to the urgency of your gospel. 

God is gracious and pardons all our shortcomings. May 

the giver of life forgive us our sins and restore us to the 

joy of discipleship and service, for the sake of Jesus our 

faithful Lord. Amen. 

 

GREETING 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  Forgiving God, you long for your lost 

children to return to you. Lead us homeward on the path 

of repentance, that we might be restored to you and to 

your community in Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

https://youtu.be/f1Le7-y9xVI
https://youtu.be/Qf_glkmbNbQ
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WORD 
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching and song. 

 

PSALM                                           Psalm 119:167-176 

167My soul keeps your decrees; I love them exceedingly. 
168I keep your precepts and decrees, for all my ways are 

before you. 
169Let my cry come before you, O Lord; give me 

understanding according to your word. 
170Let my supplication come before you; deliver me 

according to your promise.171My lips will pour forth 

praise, because you teach me your statutes. 
172My tongue will sing of your promise, for all your 

commandments are right. 
173Let your hand be ready to help me, for I have chosen 

your precepts. 
174I long for your salvation, O Lord, and your law is my 

delight. 
175Let me live that I may praise you, and let your 

ordinances help me. 
176I have gone astray like a lost sheep; seek out your 

servant, for I do not forget your commandment. 

The word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 

 

THE HOLY GOSPEL                     Luke 15:1-32 

A reading from Luke. 
 

Readers: Narrator, Pharisees, Jesus, Younger, Father, 

Older 

Narrator: Now all the tax collectors and sinners were 

coming near to listen to him. And the Pharisees and the 

scribes were grumbling and saying,  

Pharisees: This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with 

them. 

Narrator: So he told them this parable:  

Jesus: Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and 

losing one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the 

wilderness and go after the one that is lost until he finds it? 

When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and 

rejoices. And when he comes home, he calls together his 

friends and neighbors, saying to them, “Rejoice with me, 

for I have found my sheep that was lost.” Just so, I tell 

you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who 

repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need 

no repentance. Or what woman having ten silver coins, if 

she loses one of them, does not light a lamp, sweep the 

house, and search carefully until she finds it? When she 

has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, 

saying, “Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I 

had lost.” Just so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of 

the angels of God over one sinner who repents. 

Narrator: Then Jesus said,  

Jesus: There was a man who had two sons. The younger 

of them said to his father,  

Younger: Father, give me the share of the property that 

will belong to me. 

Jesus: So he divided his property between them. A few 

days later the younger son gathered all he had and 

traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his 

property in dissolute living. When he had spent 

everything, a severe famine took place throughout that 

country, and he began to be in need. So he went and 

hired himself out to one of the citizens of that country, 

who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. He would 

gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs 

were eating; and no one gave him anything. But when he 

came to himself he said,  

Younger: How many of my father’s hired hands have 

bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of 

hunger! I will get up and go to my father, and I will say 

to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before 

you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat 

me like one of your hired hands.”  

Jesus: So he set off and went to his father. But while he 

was still far off, his father saw him and was filled with 

compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and 

kissed him. Then the son said to him,  

Younger: Father, I have sinned against heaven and 

before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son. 

Jesus: But the father said to his slaves,  

Father: Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and 

put it on him; put a ring on his finger and sandals on his 

feet. And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and 

celebrate; for this son of mine was dead and is alive 

again; he was lost and is found! 

Jesus: And they began to celebrate. Now his elder son 

was in the field; and when he came and approached the 

house, he heard music and dancing. He called one of the 

slaves and asked what was going on. He replied,  
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Father: Your brother has come, and your father has 

killed the fatted calf, because he has got him back safe 

and sound. 

Jesus: Then he became angry and refused to go in. His 

father came out and began to plead with him. But he 

answered his father,  

Older: Listen! For all these years I have been working 

like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed your 

command; yet you have never given me even a young 

goat so that I might celebrate with my friends. But when 

this son of yours came back, who has devoured your 

property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for 

him! 

Jesus: Then the father said to him,  

Father: Son, you are always with me, and all that is 

mine is yours. But we had to celebrate and rejoice, 

because this brother of yours was dead and has come to 

life; he was lost and has been found. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON PASTOR PAUL KOCH 

 

HYMN        You are Mine 
https://youtu.be/Sgm9lkTNQmc 

 

1 "I will come to you in the silence, 

 I will lift you from all your fear. 

 You will hear my voice, 

 I claim you as my choice. 

 Be still and know I am here." 
 

2 "I am hope for all who are hopeless, 

 I am eyes for all who long to see. 

 In the shadows of the night, 

 I will be your light. 

 Come and rest in me." 
 

Refrain 

 "Do not be afraid, I am with you. 

 I have called you each by name. 

 Come and follow me, 

 I will bring you home; 

 I love you and you are mine." 
 

3 "I am strength for all the despairing, 

 healing for the ones who dwell in shame. 

 All the blind will see, 

 the lame will all run free, 

 and all will know my name."  Refrain 
 

4 "I am the Word that leads all to freedom, 

 I am the peace the world cannot give. 

 I will call your name, 

 embracing all your pain. 

 Stand up, now walk and live!"  Refrain X 2 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of 

heaven and earth.  

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who 

was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On 

the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen. 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

We pray for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

A brief silence. 

We are sorry for all the things which we allow to come 

between ourselves and others, and between ourselves 

and you, O Lord. Give us a clean slate and another 

chance to build our relationships and renew our souls. 

Merciful God, Hear our prayer. 

Be with all the children around the world who are lost to 

their families and whose fate is unknown. Protect the 

innocent, comfort the bereaved, bring loved ones back 

together, and bring perpetrators to justice for their 

unspeakable deeds. Merciful God, Hear our prayer. 

Forgive us for all the species which have gone extinct on 

our watch, blessed creator. Make us diligent workers to 

guard the precious life upon this planet, with whom we 

are so closely bound. Merciful God, Hear our prayer. 

Hearts need healing as much as bodies. Bring us to a state 

of repentance which opens us to your Spirit’s renewal and 

restores lost connections. Heal all those who ask for your 

help, especially… Merciful God, Hear our prayer. 

We remember Perpetua and Felicity, and all those who 

gave themselves as martyrs for the sake of your gospel. 

Give us faith as solid in your promises of redemption 

and eternal life. Merciful God, Hear our prayer. 

Grant confidence and zeal to members of our PLUM 

congregations that we may faithfully carry out your 

work which you have entrusted to us.  Merciful God, 

Hear our prayer. 

https://youtu.be/Sgm9lkTNQmc
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You hear all your children’s prayers and gather the lost 

into your loving arms. Teach us to put our trust in you, 

and in our Lord and savior Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Matthew 5:23-24 
23So when you are offering your gift at the altar, if 

you remember that your brother or sister has 

something against you, 24leave your gift there 

before the altar and go; first be reconciled to your 

brother or sister, and then come and offer your gift. 

 

PEACE 

The minister and the assembly greet each other in the 

peace of the risen Christ. 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 
 

OFFERTORY PRAYER 

At this time, we offer ourselves to God—our physical 

resources and our whole life—recognizing that all we are 

and all we have are God's given to us and for which we 

are stewards.  If you have a monetary offering for your 

congregation, please send it or deliver it to the church. 

Let us pray. Before your altar we bring these offerings, 

asking you to bless them and us. We give thanks for 

your mercy which allows us to serve another day in your 

kingdom and be instruments of your grace and peace. 

Amen. 

 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at 

all times and in all places give thanks and praise to you, 

almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You call your people to cleanse their hearts and 

prepare with joy for the paschal feast, that, renewed in 

the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your 

grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your 

name and join their unending hymn: 

 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed our Lord Jesus 

took bread, gave thanks; broke it, and gave it to his 

disciples, saying; Take and eat; this is my body, given 

for you.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and 

gave it for all to drink, saying:  This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for 

the forgiveness of sin.  Do this in remembrance of me. 
 

LORD'S PRAYER 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as the 

Lord taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 

heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive 

us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 

us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.  
 

Take and eat the body of Christ given for you. 

Take and drink the blood of Christ shed for you. 

Amen. 
 

COMMUNION BLESSING 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen 

you and keep you in his grace.  Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 

Let us pray.   

We give thanks to you, almighty God, that you have 

refreshed us through the healing power of this gift of 

life; and we pray that in your mercy you would 

strengthen us, through this gift, in faith toward you 

and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake 

of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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SENDING 
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

BLESSING 

You are what God made you to be: 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, 

chosen as holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor. 

God bless you ☩ that you may be a blessing, 

in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. Amen. 
 

HYMN       Savior, Like a Shepherd Lead Us 
https://youtu.be/mTuwAOBuQVQ 

 

 Savior, like a shepherd lead us; 

 much we need thy tender care. 

 In your pleasant pastures feed us, 

 for our use thy fold prepare. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Thou hast bought us; thine we we are. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Thou hast bought us; thine we we are. 
 

 We are thine; do thou befriend us, 

 be the guardian of our way; 

 keep thy flock, from sin defend us, 

 seek us when we go astray. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Hear, O hear us when we pray. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Hear, O hear us when we pray. 
 

 Thou hast promised to receive us, 

 poor and sinful though we be; 

 Thou hast mercy to relieve us, 

 grace to cleanse, and pow'r to free. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Early, let us turn to you. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Early, let us turn to you. 
 

 Early let us seek thy favor, 

 early let us do thy will; 

 blessed Lord and only Savior, 

 with thy love our beings fill. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Thou hast loved us, love us still. 

 Blessed Jesus, blessed Jesus! 

 Thou hast loved us, love us still. 
 

DISMISSAL 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

POSTLUDE  COME HOME RUNNING 
https://youtu.be/TmgsN3gbcak 

Oh, heart of mine, why must you stray? 

From one so fair you run away 

And one more time you have to pay 

The heaviness of needless shame 
 

Oh, heart of mine, come back home 

You've been too long out on your own 

And He's been there all along 

Watching for you down the road 
 

Refrain 

So come home running 

His arms are open wide 

His name is Jesus 

And He understands 

He is the answer 

You are looking for 

So come home running 

Just as you are 
 

Oh, child of God so dearly loved 

And ransomed by the Savior's blood 

And called by name, daughter and son 

Wrapped in the robe of righteousness  Refrain X 2 
 

Just as you are 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and GOD SIGHTINGS 
 

COFFEE HOUR 

 

PLUM Lenten Bible Study:  We are focusing on the book, 

“Blessed Is She: Living Lent with Mary” by Tim Perry. Join 

us Tuesdays at 1 PM or Thursdays at 7 PM via zoom.  You are 

welcome to secure a copy of the book; however, it is not 

necessary to have the book in order to participate in this study. 

Holden Evening Prayer on Wednesdays during Lent at 7 PM. 

The call-in line for PLUM Worship Services and Bible Studies: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 

The Reverend John Gropp 412-680-7867 

The Reverend Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 

The Reverend Susan Devine 412-496-4889 

The Reverend Paul Koch 773-848-1470 

Minister Mandy Gilberti 814-241-8150 

If you are not already connected to one of our congregations 

and would like to support our ministry, please send donations 

to:  Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries, 405 Kennedy 

Avenue, Duquesne, PA 15110 

https://youtu.be/mTuwAOBuQVQ
https://youtu.be/TmgsN3gbcak
https://zoom.us/j/401596541

