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April 2020 
 
Dear Partners in Ministry, 
 

Jesus went to the Jordan River to be baptized by his 
cousin, John the Baptist. At the sight of Jesus, John states 
that he must now decrease so that Jesus can increase. 
Immediately, Jesus goes into the wilderness for forty days, 
sound familiar? We begin our forty-day observance of Lent 
with Ash Wednesday. We are reminded of our mortality, 
“You are dust and to dust you shall return.” 
 

We have been studying excerpts from the book, 
Words Around The Fire by Gail Ramshaw to deepen our 
understanding of the Easter Vigil. This service occurs the 

Our Mission:   

∗ Preach the gospel. 

∗ Administer the sacraments. 

∗ Teach God’s Word 

∗ Serve the community. 
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day after Good Friday and begins in the evening, usually 
outdoors with a fire. This new fire lights our Pascal Candles 
that will be the first light walked into our eleven dark 
sanctuaries. Sitting in the pit of death and despair is almost 
over! But wait, we need to revisit how we got here. Once 
again, we hear the Creation story, The Flood story, and the 
Red Sea story. We recall how water is used in creation, 
destruction, renewal and deliverance. We move from depths 
of water to the worthlessness of dry bones on the ground, 
with a little bit of prophecy, the bones transform to living, 
worshipping beings once again. The story of Jonah reminds 
us all that you can try to run, but you will never hide from 
the will of God. The Fiery Furnace speaks to us once again, 
explaining that God will help each one of us overcome even 
the most impossible of situations, no matter how much the 
heat gets turned up!   

 
The Easter Vigil is an opportunity for all of us to 

renew our Holy Baptism. With water and the Word, we are 
family, we are forgiven, and salvation is ours! Holy 
Communion is our family dinner that includes the presence 
of Jesus.  How do we know that? Because HE said so! This 
meal is just a little taste of what is in store for all of us! 
My greatest hope for all of you is that you truly experience a 
Blessed Easter! Bring out the Alleluias, the white and gold 
decorations, and the flowers! Come into your beloved 
worship space and sing, “Thine is the Glory” with your 
siblings, as we stand with Mary Magdalene at the empty 
tomb, and encounter that gardener, who is really our risen 
Jesus!  
 
HE IS RISEN! HE IS RISEN INDEED!  God Bless YOU! 

 
+Vicar Mandy Gilbert 
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PLUM 

(Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) 
 

PLUM Congregations 
www.plumofpa.com 

 

Resurrection Lutheran    Messiah Lutheran 

7600 Steubenville Pike   4300 Main Street  
Oakdale, PA  15071    Munhall, PA  15120 
412-788-4513    412-461-6958 
rlc10380@verizon.net                messiahmunhall@verizon.net 
 

Bethany Lutheran (Dormont)  St. Andrew Lutheran 

3104 West Liberty Avenue   218 Alter Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216    East Carnegie, PA  15106 
412-531-9363    412-279-3615 
bethany-dormont@verizon.net   standrew3@aol.com  
 

Christ Lutheran                                       St. Paul’s Lutheran 

405 Kennedy Avenue                                           210 North Jefferson Ave. 
Duquesne, PA  15110                                          Canonsburg, PA  15317 
412-466-7773                                                       724-745-5962 
christluthduq@gmail.com                                     stpaulscbg@verizon.net  
 

East Liberty Lutheran             Trinity Ev. Lutheran (Mt. Oliver) 

5707 Penn Avenue    601 Brownsville Road 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206   Pittsburgh, PA  15210 
412-362-1712    412-381-9215 
jcurry@shadysideacademy.org  telcmo@gmail.com  
 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour       Zion Lutheran 

1570 Clay Pike    1305 State Avenue 
North Huntingdon, PA  15642   Coraopolis, PA  15108 
724-863-2591    412-264-6420 
lcos2@comcast.net                  zioncorry@verizon.net 
 

Hope Lutheran Church (Forest Hills) 

353 Ridge Avenue 
Pittsburgh, PA  15221 
412-242-4476 
hopeforesthills@aol.com  



 
 
 
 
 

18

 

 
10 no harm will overtake you, 

    no disaster will come near your tent. 
11 For he will command his angels concerning you 

    to guard you in all your ways; 
12 they will lift you up in their hands, 

    so that you will not strike your foot against a stone. 
13 You will tread on the lion and the cobra; 

    you will trample the great lion and the serpent. 
14 “Because he[b] loves me,” says the LORD, “I will rescue him; 

    I will protect him, for he acknowledges my name. 
15 He will call on me, and I will answer him; 

    I will be with him in trouble, 

    I will deliver him and honor him. 
16 With long life I will satisfy him 

    and show him my salvation.” 
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PLUM NEWS 
 

 

 

 
 

"In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men [and 
women] will see visions, your old men [and women] will dream 
dreams.” Acts 2:17 
 
PLUM has a Vision Committee to imagine PLUM’s future in 
broad stroke with an eye on concrete, practical actions to move us 
into the future we are creating. 
  
We would like you to become involved!  
  
Changes in pastoral leadership mean that PLUM faces a major 
period of transition.  You can help define and shape what is 
coming: How do we enable and support each congregation to 

pursue its mission while at the same time be an integral part of 

PLUM? 

 
Dream about what you think PLUM should be.  Envision your 
congregation with its specific call from God.  Help us imagine our 
future and work to bring it into reality. 
  
Your sister in Christ, 
Susan Smith 
PLUM Board President 
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Saturday, April 4 
Addiction Support Group 

 
  

 
 
 
Saturday, April 4 
Addiction Support Group - via online "Zoom" meeting 

The “Zoom” (internet video conferencing) meeting for the 
upcoming Support Group meeting is on Saturday, April 

4, 2020 @ 10 AM. 

For a COMPUTER:  If you do NOT have the Zoom 
program on your computer, then click this link 
to Download and install Zoom desktop program 
(Windows or Mac).  After the file has downloaded, go to 
where the file was downloaded to (probably in your 
“Downloads” folder) and click on the 
“ZoomInstaller.exe” file to start the installation process. 
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Psalm 91 

1 Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High 

    will rest in the shadow of the Almighty.[a] 
2 I will say of the LORD, “He is my refuge and my fortress, 

    my God, in whom I trust.” 
3 Surely he will save you 

    from the fowler’s snare 

    and from the deadly pestilence. 
4 He will cover you with his feathers, 

    and under his wings you will find refuge; 

    his faithfulness will be your shield and rampart. 
5 You will not fear the terror of night, 

    nor the arrow that flies by day, 
6 nor the pestilence that stalks in the darkness, 

    nor the plague that destroys at midday. 
7 A thousand may fall at your side, 

    ten thousand at your right hand, 

    but it will not come near you. 
8 You will only observe with your eyes 

    and see the punishment of the wicked. 
9 If you say, “The LORD is my refuge,” 

    and you make the Most High your dwelling, 
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Luther makes clear that, while doctors and nurses may be on 
the front lines, we all have a part to play. We can practice 
social distancing and protect ourselves and our neighbors. 
Further, hospitals can only care for medical needs, they are 
unable to bring a sack of groceries to a senior citizen or to 
watch a mom’s kids for the afternoon. 

An offering of help and kindness during a time that can be 
isolating for American families can help bind us together. 
Martin Luther defined godliness simply, as serving God. For 
Luther, the way to serve God was to serve our neighbor. As 
he reminds us, “Blessed is he who considers the poor. The 
Lord will deliver him in the day of trouble.” (Psalm 41:1). 
Regardless of one’s faith background, we’ve all experienced 
the paradox of gifting: that it is more blessed to give than to 
receive.  

As COVID-19 cases increase, we would do well to return 
to Luther’s words. To take reasonable preventative steps and 
to love our neighbors. To remember that it is more blessed to 
give than to receive.  

Erin Hawley is a legal fellow at Independent Women's 

Forum and a former clerk to Chief Justice John G. Roberts 

Jr. 
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For a "SMART" CELL PHONE:  If you do NOT have 
the Zoom app installed on your cell phone, then go to 
Google Play (for Android phones) or to the Apple Store 
(for Apple phones).  Search for the "Zoom" app.  
Download and install the file. 

AFTER you have installed the program or app:  

To join this Zoom meeting (with 
a computer, laptop or “smart” cell phone), 
click: https://zoom.us/j/7810537518   The Zoom “Meeting 
ID” is 781 053 7518 

Please call my cell (412) 853-3189 if you experience any 
technical difficulties. 

Kathleen 

  
Support your loved one’s recovery by attending the 
Addiction Support Group the first Saturday of every 

month from 10:00 a.m. – Noon via Zoom. The support 
group will be exchanging experiences and ideas as a means 
to provide resources, suggestions and ideas that can help 
those struggling to support the recovery journey of a close 
relative or friend. 
  
Interested participants are encouraged to reach out to the 
group facilitator by email (kdhays2010@gmail.com) or by 
text to (412) 853-3189.  For more information and regular 
updates, go to the Facebook page 
at: https://www.facebook.com/groups/596414461122363 
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Saturday, April 11 
Diaper Bank 
  
Trinity Lutheran Church (Mt. Oliver) (601 Brownsville 
Rd., Pittsburgh, PA 15210) now has a Diaper Bank, for those 
who qualify.  The Diaper Bank will be open on the 
second Saturday of each month from 9:00-11:00 am. 

Please use the Margaret St. entrance. 
  
You MUST have your WIC ID, SNAP card, or proof of 
income to sign-up.  You will receive diapers, wipes and 
ointment for each qualifying child. 
  
Diapers sizes are: Newborn to Adult.  Quantities are limited. 

 

Saturday, April 18 
Blessed Bundles baby supplies program 
  
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (1570 Clay Pike, North 
Huntingdon, PA 15642) is proud to offer "Blessed Bundles" 
- an exciting program which offers new and gently used baby 
supplies to individuals in the local community.  Blessed 
Bundles will be collecting and distributing items such as 
diapers, baby wipes, baby clothes (up to size 8), baby/toddler 
toys and equipment, and other baby supplies.  Items may 
vary and will be available as they are donated to Blessed 
Bundles.  Blessed Bundles will distribute supplies on the 
third Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 
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one may forsake the other in his distress but is obliged to 
assist and help him as he himself would like to be helped. 

Martin Luther was surely correct, regardless of one’s faith, 
that we “are bound to each other.” As the term “community-
spread” makes clear, the actions and choices we make have 
an impact on others. In this vein, Luther emphasized the 
importance of prevention. In advice remarkably similar to 
the CDC’s guidelines today, he urged people to take 
medicine, to disinfect their homes, and to avoid people and 
places so as not to spread the disease (the admonition to 
avoid people and places applied only if assistance was not 
needed). 

Luther also wrote about the special responsibilities of public 
officials in times of crisis. These officials had a duty to 
remain in areas affected by the plague. Their authority was 
meant to be exercised in an effort to protect and preserve 
their communities. For Luther, public service was just that 
— service.  

In a prescient passage, Luther described the benefits of 
hospitals. “It would be well,” he wrote, “to maintain 
hospitals staffed with people to take care of the sick so that 
patients from private homes can be sent there.” In Luther’s 
time, however, hospitals were few and far between. Today, 
doctors and nurses are the heroes of our time. While we 
practice social distancing and work remotely, they head into 
work to care for our sick, knowing there is a high probability 
they will treat someone with the coronavirus.  

The plentiful health care currently available in the U.S. 
wouldn’t have gotten Luther’s parishioners off the hook. 
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the aerial spirit escaping from the eyes of the sick man 
strikes the healthy person standing near and looking at the 
sick.” The conventional wisdom was clear: “stay away from 
the sick.” 

As a result, historians tell us that healthy people did all they 
could to avoid the plague. They fled the cities leaving behind 
their sick and dying. The shops were closed. Doctors refused 
to see patients and priests refused to administer the last rites.  

Martin Luther’s refusal to leave Wittenberg stands in stark 
contrast. He chose to stay to minister to the sick, literally 
living his life in the shadow of death. As others fled, another 
pastor asked Luther whether it was okay for a Christian to 
leave.  

With the coronavirus changing how daily life looks in 
America, we have much to learn from Martin Luther. In a 
letter entitled, “Whether one may flee from a deadly plague,” 
he explained the importance of caring for our neighbor. He 
wrote about the community and taking the necessary steps to 
protect others. And he emphasized the giftedness of serving. 

Martin Luther explained his view that it was not necessarily 
wrong to flee from death (as indeed King David had fled 
from both Saul and Absalom), but that one’s community and 
family responsibilities first must be considered. In order to 
leave, one was required to make sure her neighbors were 
cared for: 

[N]o one should dare leave his neighbor unless there are 
others who will take care of the sick in their stead and nurse 
them…. we are bound to each other in such a way that no 
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Monday, April 27 via Zoom 
PLUM Board Meeting 
  
The accelerated PLUM Board meeting will be held 
on Monday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
  
Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship or 
Bible Study this past week: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
     Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When prompted, 
enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
 

Saturday, May 16 
Run for the Roses Tea  
  
Messiah Lutheran Church (Munhall) (4300 Main St., 
Munhall, PA 15120) will host their Run for the Roses 

Tea on Saturday, May 16 at 1:30 p.m.  Reservations are 

due by Sunday, March 15. 
 

Sunday, May 31 
PLUM Board Meeting 
  
The quarterly PLUM Board meeting will be held 
at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (North 

Huntingdon) (1570 Clay Pike, North Huntingdon, PA 
15642) on Sunday, May 31. 
  
Future PLUM Board meetings are: 

Summer:  July 26, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. at Christ Lutheran 
Church (Duquesne) 

Autumn:  October 4, 2020 at 1:30 p.m. at Trinity Lutheran 
Church (Mt. Oliver) 

Winter:  January 31, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. at Messiah (Munhall) 
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Americans are by nature people of action.  Our culture is 

used to a fast-paced daily routine.  Contemplation, 

reflection, and prayer are not always valued as they once 

were in simpler times.  Below, thanks to Genny Long is an 

updated prayer for our nation and our entire world.  Please 

read it and pray it, aloud or silently, because prayer is 

indeed action! 

 
PRAYER IS ACTION 

 

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and 

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made 

known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 

understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through 

Christ Jesus.” – Phil. 4:6-7 
 
 May our neighborhood, streets and community find 
peace and healing from the hate, violence and destruction 
which rule them. 
 
 Bless the continuing ministries of our congregation 
that we may touch the lives and hearts of those around us 
and be witnesses of Jesus Christ’s love in the world.  Gift us 
with the hands, skills and desire to fulfill the ministries to 
which East Liberty Lutheran Church has been called.  Grant 
us servants’ hearts that we would joyfully serve YOU and 
others.  Protect Marie, Sandi Suni, Justin, and all who 
continue to feed the hungry every Wednesday evening, even 
in these frightening days. 
 
 Ignite in all of us a passion for YOU, drawing us ever 
closer to YOU that we may bring glory to YOUR name 
through our actions.  Give us strength to persevere through 
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they all matter 
now 
BY ERIN M. HAWLEY, OPINION CONTRIBUTOR — 03/20/20 05:30 PM 
EDT  84 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY CONTRIBUTORS ARE THEIR OWN AND 
NOT THE VIEW OF THE HILL 
 

It was August of 1527 and the bubonic plague had come 
to Wittenberg, Germany. Everyone who could get out of the 
village was getting out. The Elector of Saxony, John the 
Steadfast, ordered the famous professor and reformer, Martin 
Luther, to leave. He refused. Along with his pregnant wife 
Katharina, Luther stayed in Wittenberg, opening his house as 
a ward for the sick. 

A particularly virulent and awful disease, the bubonic plague 
killed its victims quickly and painfully, causing high fevers 
and large, weeping boils. It was highly contagious and had 
an astronomic mortality rate. In the Black Death of 1347, for 
instance, the disease struck Europe killing an estimated 
60 percent of its population.  

A product of the bacteria Yercina Pestis, the bubonic plague 
was spread by infected fleas and could also be transmitted 
through the air. But neither the cause of the disease nor its 
mode of transmission was known in 1527. What people did 
know was that being in the presence of someone who was ill 
was dangerous. One medieval doctor, for 
example, theorized that “instantaneous death occurs when 
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Please read the article below.  As Lutherans, we would do 

well to keep Luther’s teaching in mind today. 
 
 

 

The plague, 
coronavirus 
and Martin 
Luther — why 
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life’s challenges that we may never stray from the plans 
YOU have for us, “plans to prosper and not to harm us, 

plans to give us hope and a future.”  (Jeremiah 29:11) 
 
 Protect our community, faith and political leaders and 
guide their hearts and minds to seek justice in the world, to 
care for the sick, the poor, the broken, the lonely, the outcast, 
the least of these.  Teach us to love as YOU love, to forgive 
those who wrong us, to show grace to all and to bless others 
with our words and deeds. 
 
 Prune those pieces of our lives that do not glorify 
YOU.  Mold us and shape us into the people of God, which 
YOU have called us and intended us to be. 
 
 Send YOUR blessings upon our individual finances 
and those of East Liberty Lutheran Church that we may 
continue to be a blessing to others through the resources 
YOU have shared with us.  Continue to provide a space for 
us to worship when we are able to gather in person to share 
the Gospel and to do YOUR work in this community. 
 
 Provide strength, healing, health, and peace to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ here and around the globe who 
are facing this horrible pandemic as well as violence, 
persecution, and oppression, especially those who suffer 
persecution as a result of their faith in YOU.  Protect us all 
and encourage us so that we may stand strong in YOUR 
promises.   
 

Send peace and healing to all those who have been 
victimized by abuse, neglect, violence, trafficking, racism, 
poverty, war, illness, and senseless hate. 
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 Help our nation to strive for justice and peace in our 
communities, to overcome the generations of racial hate, 
oppression and injustice.  Open our hearts and eyes to those 
around us that we may better understand their struggles and 
see everyone as YOUR creation. 
 
 Give our nation’s leaders wisdom, courage, and a 
generous spirit as they try to guide us through this time of 
trial.  Help them put aside pettiness, ambition, and greed; 
instead, instill in them feelings of compassion, 
thoughtfulness, courage, and compassion.  Let them consider 
the greater good of the many people in our country and in 
our world. 
 
 Guide P.L.U.M., our pastors, leaders, members and 
their families that we may follow YOUR voice and not our 
own and do the work YOU have prepared for us in advance.  
Unify us as the Body of Christ that we may not fall prey to 
division over disagreements and minor differences, but hold 
true to YOUR word and truth in all things. 
 
 Send YOUR healing grace on YOUR creation.  Help 
us to see YOUR mastery in all that YOU have made and to 
treat it with loving care. 
 
 May YOUR will be done in all things that YOUR 
glory may be a beacon of hope, leading us to YOU. 
 
All this we ask in the Name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus 
Christ, Your Son. 
 
Amen. 
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Important Points as We Look to the Future 
 
Keep calm and carry on—and don’t forget to pray!  It is 
important to use wisdom and common sense as we move 
through this pandemic.  Do what must be done, but do it 
carefully.  Don’t panic!  It is only three weeks since we started 
curtailing normal daily activities—Remember St. Patrick’s Day 
weekend?  Patience and caution now will save lives and help 
everyone in the “long run”, which will be a “shorter run” if we 
avoid impetuous, impatient, and impulsive actions. 
 
Please continue to support our ministry financially.  Mail your 
offering in check form to the church at 5707 Penn Avenue, 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206.  Or you can mail it to John Curry, 136 
Bronx Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15229. 
 
We are hoping to have a Zoom council meeting on Tuesday, 
April 21, at 7:00 PM.   
 
Back in February, Gregg Broujos came to our council meeting 
with a proposed Second Amendment to Purchase Agreement 
from LRC.  Three weeks ago we sent a signed counter-proposal 
to LRC.  Not surprisingly, we have not heard back from them 
yet.  I have been in e-mail contact with Gregg, who has not 
ignored my e-mails.  There are two points that I am trying to 
pursue: 

• LRC still owes a $5000 extension payment for the 
month of January.  We should get that payment 
independent of any “Second Amendment”. 

• I would prefer not to have ELLC terminate the process.  
If we do, then we will forfeit the $30,000 down 
payment that is being held in escrow; moreover, we will 
then have to start all over.  If LRC decides to terminate 
the agreement, we can keep the down payment.  We 
would still have to start over, but we would have more 
money in the bank. 

 


