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PLUM 

(Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) 
 

PLUM Congregations 
             www.plumofpa.com 

 

Resurrection Lutheran    Messiah Lutheran 

7600 Steubenville Pike   4300 Main Street  
Oakdale, PA  15071    Munhall, PA  15120 
412-788-4513    412-461-6958 
rlc10380@verizon.net                messiahmunhall@verizon.net 
 

Bethany Lutheran (Dormont)  St. Andrew Lutheran 

3104 West Liberty Avenue   218 Alter Street 
Pittsburgh, PA 15216    East Carnegie, PA  15106 
412-531-9363    412-279-3615 
bethany-dormont@verizon.net   standrew3@aol.com  
 

Christ Lutheran                                       St. Paul’s Lutheran 

405 Kennedy Avenue                                           210 North Jefferson Ave. 
Duquesne, PA  15110                                          Canonsburg, PA  15317 
412-466-7773                                                       724-745-5962 
christluthduq@gmail.com                                     stpaulscbg@verizon.net  
 

East Liberty Lutheran   Hope Lutheran Church  

5707 Penn Avenue  (Forest Hills) 
Pittsburgh, PA  15206   353 Ridge Avenue 
412-362-1712    Pittsburgh, PA  15221 
jcurry@shadysideacademy.org   412-242-4476 
      hopeforesthills@aol.com  

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour       

1570 Clay Pike    Zion Lutheran 

North Huntingdon, PA  15642   1305 State Avenue 
724-863-2591    Coraopolis, PA  15108 
lcos2@comcast.net    412-264-6420 
      zioncorry@verizon.net 

Immanuel Lutheran 

612 Chestnut Street 
Irwin, PA  15642 
724-863-7009 
No e-mail at this time 
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5707 Penn Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA  15206-3603 
412-362-1712 

Pastor John Gropp 412-466-7773 
Pastor Paul Koch 773-848-1470 

Pastor Brenda Henry 412-390-8005 
Pastor Sue Devine 412-496-4889 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

September 2021 
 

Dear Partners in Ministry,  

 

Do not neglect to meet together, as is the habit 

of some, but encourage one another." (Hebrews 

10:25) 

 

Now that the summer of 2021 is drawing to a close, we have 

a fantastic opportunity to review the past and plan for the 

future.  With the realistic concern of the effects of Covid 19 

Our Vision:  We are all saints and sinners whose 

faith and lives intersect leaving judgment to God. 

Our Mission: 

∗ Preach the gospel. 

∗ Administer the sacraments. 

∗ Teach God’s Word 

∗ Serve the community. 
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and now Covid 19D, it has truly been an unusual summer; 

and in all reality, last year and a half.  Yet we are gathering 

and celebrating God’s word and have been strengthened by 

His meal.  

 

So, what can we learn from all of these experiences?  From 

my perspective, one of the major things we must learn is that 

each of us is important and critical to the life of the church. I 

share the following story to highlight my concern. 

 

There once was a member of a certain Christian 

congregation who, though once very active in her 

church, got “out of the habit” one summer and 

stopped attending and participating regularly. 

 

A ministry team from church came to her house to 

let her know that she had been missed at church.  It 

was a chilly evening.  The team leader found her at 

home alone, sitting before a blazing fire in her 

fireplace.  Guessing the reason for the visit, the 

woman welcomed them, led them to a big couch 

near the fireplace, and waited. 

 

The team made themselves comfortable but said 

nothing.  After a few minutes, the team leader took 

fire tongs sitting nearby, carefully picked up a 
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brightly burning ember, and placed it to one side of 

the hearth all alone. 

 

Then she sat back in the couch with the rest of the 

team, still silent.  The host watched all this in quiet 

fascination.  As the one ember's flame diminished, 

there was a momentary glow and then its fire was 

no more.  Soon it was cold and "dead as a 

doornail."  Not a word had been spoken since the 

initial greeting. 

 

Just before the team was ready to leave, the leader 

picked up the cold, dead ember and placed it back 

in the middle of the fire. Immediately it began to 

glow once more with the light and warmth of the 

burning coals around it.  As the team reached the 

door, the host said, "Thank you so much for your 

visit and especially for the 'fiery sermon.' I shall be 

back in worship Sunday." 

 

This past year, if you’ve accidentally slipped into the habit of 

missing worship, remember (as this woman did) that 

Christians grow and “glow” with the love of Christ best 

when we gather together to worship, study, and pray (as the 

scripture above indicates).  For those of you we’ve missed 

seeing this Covid year, we hope you will be back in worship 
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soon!  After all, as the scripture above indicates, worship 

matters to God, so it should matter to us! 

 

I am amazed at how lightly each of us takes our role, as 

though our lives as part of the group don’t matter.  We tell 

ourselves that we can be replaced, or no one will miss us.  

It’s all a fib we tell ourselves to sooth our consciences.  

When death takes one of our own, can they ever be replaced?  

When a child leaves home for school or a job, are they ever 

replaced?   

 

Whether our role is to support, lead, encourage, or challenge, 

it is significant and critical to the family of God here at our 

PLUM congregations.  In other words, you are needed here. 

And if I personalize it, when you are not here, people get 

sacrificed.  Things don’t get done.  Stories aren’t heard or 

told.  A smile, a handshake, a nod of acceptance is missed.  

And those who look to you for acceptance, encouragement, 

or help are sacrificed. Ironically, we all can be used as 

examples.  Human nature always justifies our dirt and 

overlooks our strengths.  Seldom do I experience people 

striving to be like the pillars of the church.  When we attempt 

to justify something that we have done or left undone, who 

do we use for a contrast…someone who did it better or 

someone who failed worse than we did?  The devil made me 

do it syndrome, instead of, “God wanted me to care for … 

and I failed, am forgiven and now I will try harder.” 
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If you answered yes to any or all of the 

questions above, join us on 

Wednesday, September 22 

at 7:00 pm on Zoom 

  

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923. 

When prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

  

Bring your questions and suggestions! 

We want to hear from you! 

 

 

 

 

 

Monday, September 27 

PLUM Board Meeting 
  
The monthly PLUM Board meeting will be 

held on Monday, September 27, at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 
  
Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship or 

Bible Study this past week: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When prompted, 

enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
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We forget that individuals make up a group, a family, or a 

team.  When someone is missing, it isn’t that we cannot 

adapt to the change or that there isn’t someone there to fill 

in; it is that it weakens the group.  I am told that a local high 

school football team’s policy is that if you miss a practice, 

you lose the opportunity to play that week’s game.  Some 

will say that I am being overzealous in stating how important 

you are to the life and witness of the church.  Either we 

believe that God wants what is best for us and that is why He 

sent His Son Jesus to die for us, or we live as though what 

we do is insignificant and not important to the faithful 

around us.   

 

So much for my “rant” of summer frustrations.  I know that 

for many, Christ’s witness through you flourished wherever 

your life’s journey took you.  I just want you to know how 

important you are here.  And, if we are to continue to grow 

in faith and service, then we need everyone’s help.  The body 

of Christ, of which we are all members, is evolving.  We 

need to build on that which we have learned in the past and 

challenge ourselves to do better in the future.  We must 

never see ourselves, as individuals or a congregation, as 

insignificant.  Things won’t get done if you don’t do them.  

So, let’s pitch in and make it happen.  The “Good News” 

awaits. 
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Here at East Liberty Lutheran Church there’s a place for you 

in worship.  Each of us needs regular corporate worship in 

order for our souls to be fed properly. So, regardless of your 

pattern of worship up to now, we hope you’ll remember the 

lesson of the fire coals and plan to make a regular habit of 

worshipping with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ 

as we move into Fall at ELLC. Regardless, - Remember, 

God loves you and we do, too! 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor John and your Pastoral Team. 

 

 

 

East Liberty Lutheran Church 

Council Meeting Minutes 

August 8, 2021 
 

Susan chaired the meeting in the president’s absence.  

1. Opening prayer 

• Pr. John opened with a prayer. 
 

2. PLUM Topics 

• Consensus of the Council:  All participants at 
ELLC worship services at EECM will wear 
masks. This comes based on the 
recommendation of the CDC for indoor spaces, 
the rising number of COVID cases, and the 
current EECM masking policy.  
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Saturday, September 18 

Blessed Bundles baby supplies program 
  
Lutheran Church of Our Saviour (1570 Clay Pike, North 

Huntingdon, PA 15642) is proud to offer "Blessed Bundles" 

- an exciting program which offers new and gently used baby 

supplies to individuals in the local community.  Blessed 

Bundles will be collecting and distributing items such as 

diapers, baby wipes, baby clothes (up to size 8), baby/toddler 

toys and equipment, and other baby supplies.  Items may 

vary and will be available as they are donated to Blessed 

Bundles.  Blessed Bundles will distribute supplies on the 

third Saturday of each month from 11:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

WHAT’S NEXT?! 

GROW     SERVE     CONNECT 

Do you want to GROW your 

congregation? 

Do you want to better SERVE God and 

your neighbor? 

Do you want to CONNECT with your 

community? 
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Thursday, September 9 

PLUM Call Committee meeting 
  

The Call Committee meeting will be held on Thursday, 

September 9 at 7:00 p.m. via Zoom. 

 

At Home 

Taizé Prayer Service 

Friday, September 10, 2021, 7:00 pm 
  

 
  

During this time of the Coronavirus and Social Distancing, 

Prayer is a source of Comfort. 
  

Please join us in Taizé Prayer from the safety of your 

homes. 
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• PLUM will sponsor a Rise Against Hunger event 
in September or October.  Watch for details. 

• The PLUM Healing Service with be the 3rd week in 
Sept. (Sept. 19).  It will be at the 3 p.m. Zoom 
service and possibly with an outside in-person 
component. 

• PLUM survey – due by Wed.  
A couple of people filled them out today.  

 
3. Property updates 

• Jack C. sent a neutral poke to all interested 
parties on Fridays.  Our lawyer responded saying 
that the church should not get in the middle of the 
negotiations.  We hope to hear soon from Key 
Development/their lawyer with a sales 
agreement. 

• Walnut Capital has reached out to Greg, the 
relator.  They want the property to sit on and 
would close within a month, though they would 
want to pay less money.   We will pursue more 
information on this option.   

• No need for actions at this time.  
 

4. Wednesday ministry update 

• For Aug., Sept, and Oct. we will continue to 
provide sandwiches and socializing on the porch 
when possible.  

• The last Wed. of the month will be the pizza party 
on the porch through Oct., weather permitting. 

• It is likely we will stop over the winter but will 
reassess the situation in two months. 

• Some people are sometimes sleeping on the 
front porch.  Recently it has been a man and a 
woman (on different nights).  They are keeping 
the place neat and picking up litter from the yard. 
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• We reaffirmed that we are respectful of their 
need and they may stay there.  We prefer that 
they not live there full time.  In return we ask for 
respectful behavior: no alcohol and no loud 
music.  Their being there helps the church look 
active and a couple of local members see it as a 
positive service in the neighborhood.   

• Marie checks on the people and the neatness on 
the porch as she checks the church and brings in 
the mail. 

 
5. Looking forward--discussion 

• We need to clearly identify who is completing 
which regular jobs and who is identified to fill in 
when they cannot complete the service. We will 
consider this at the next council meeting.  Please 
consider these jobs – and others that may not be 
included here. 

•  
 

 Regular Back up 
Sunday   

General Set Up 
 
 

 

Communion Set up 
 
 

 

Assistant (read “A” 
parts) 

 
 

 

Attendance 
 
 

 

Offering 
 
 

 

Answer door/greet 
people 

 
 

 

Clean Up  
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Join using Zoom the same way that you have for Worship: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 
      Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923.  When 

prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 
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PLUM NEWS 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday, September 9 at 7:00 p.m. 

Weekly Bible Study on the Book of Revelation 

  

 
  

Revelation:  Warnings and Hope 

Join us as we wrestle with this final book of the Bible - a 

book written in an apocalyptic literary style.  It is a book of 

warnings and hope for the people of God.  Are we living in 

the End of Times?  Is the “Second Coming of Christ” upon 

us?  Bring your questions and join us on Tuesdays at 1:00pm 

and/or Thursdays at 7:00pm.  We hope to see you there. 
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Wednesday    

General Set Up 
 
 

 

Communion Set up 
 
 

 

Attendance 
 
 

 

Offering 
 
 

 

Answer door/greet 
people 

 
 

 

Clean Up  
 
 

 

 
6. Old business 

• None 
 

7. New business 

• Patty Scardina is having hip surgery Aug. 11 at 
Latrobe Hospital; remember her in your prayers.  

 
8. Meeting adjourns with The Lord’s Prayer 

• Marie moved; Dwight seconded.  
 
Next meeting is probably Sept. 19 when Pr. John will be at 
ELLC. We will verify the exact date.  
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Join us at 

Hope Lutheran Church (Forest Hills) 
353 Ridge Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 at 3:00 PM 

 

In addition to being in-person, this service will 

also be available  

at the same time on Zoom: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 

541 

 

Feel free to invite family, neighbors, and friends to 

this joint service of 

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries 
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Why a Service of Healing? 

The Service of Healing may be used in a variety 

of circumstances in the church’s ministry of 

care. Those who sense the need for God’s 

healing in any aspect of their lives may receive 

the gifts of prayer and of the laying on of hands, 

which may be accompanied by anointing with 

oil. These signs, first given in baptism, tell us 

again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked forever with the cross of Christ, who is 

health and salvation for the whole world. 

In its ministry of healing, the church does not 

replace the gifts of God that come through the 

scientific community, nor does it promise a cure. 

The church offers and celebrates gifts such as 

these: God’s presence with strength and comfort 

in time of suffering, God’s promise of wholeness 

and peace, and God’s love embodied in the 

community of faith. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


