
  

 
 
 
 
 
 

OUR MISSION:  To grow in faith and carry out the work of Jesus Christ in our world. 
 

 

 
 

Dear Partners in Ministry,  

 

Do not neglect to meet together, as is 

the habit of some, but encourage one 

another." (Hebrews 10:25) 

 

Now that the summer of 2021 is drawing to a close, we have 

a fantastic opportunity to review the past and plan for the 

future.  With the realistic concern of the effects of Covid 19 

and now Covid 19D, it has truly been an unusual summer; 

and in all reality, last year and a half.  Yet we are gathering 

and celebrating God’s word and have been strengthened by 

His meal.  

 

So, what can we learn from all of these experiences?  From 

my perspective, one of the major things we must learn is that 

each of us is important and critical to the life of the church. I 

share the following story to highlight my concern. 

 

There once was a member of a certain 

Christian congregation who, though once 

very active in her church, got “out of the 

habit” one summer and stopped attending 

and participating regularly. 

 

A ministry team from church came to her 

house to let her know that she had been 

missed at church.  It was a chilly evening.  

The team leader found her at home alone, 

sitting before a blazing fire in her 

fireplace.  Guessing the reason for the 

visit, the woman welcomed them, led 

them to a big couch near the fireplace, 

and waited. 

 

The team made themselves comfortable 

but said nothing.  After a few minutes, 

the team leader took fire tongs sitting 

nearby, carefully picked up a brightly 

burning ember, and placed it to one side 

of the hearth all alone. 

 

Then she sat back in the couch with the 

rest of the team, still silent.  The host 

watched all this in quiet fascination.  As 

the one ember's flame diminished, there 

was a momentary glow and then its fire 

was no more.  Soon it was cold and "dead 

as a doornail."  Not a word had been 

spoken since the initial greeting. 

 

Just before the team was ready to leave, 

the leader picked up the cold, dead ember 

and placed it back in the middle of the 

fire. Immediately it began to glow once 

more with the light and warmth of the 

burning coals around it.  As the team 

reached the door, the host said, "Thank 

you so much for your visit and especially 

for the 'fiery sermon.' I shall be back in 

worship Sunday." 
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This past year, if you’ve accidentally slipped into the 

habit of missing worship, remember (as this woman did) 

that Christians grow and “glow” with the love of Christ 

best when we gather together to worship, study, and 

pray (as the scripture above indicates).  For those of you 

we’ve missed seeing this Covid year, we hope you will 

be back in worship soon!  After all, as the scripture 

above indicates, worship matters to God, so it should 

matter to us! 

 

I am amazed at how lightly each of us takes our role, as 

though our lives as part of the group don’t matter.  We tell 

ourselves that we can be replaced, or no one will miss us.  

It’s all a fib we tell ourselves to sooth our consciences.  

When death takes one of our own, can they ever be 

replaced?  When a child leaves home for school or a job, are 

they ever replaced?   

 

Whether our role is to support, lead, encourage, or 

challenge, it is significant and critical to the family of God 

here at our PLUM congregations.  In other words, you are 

needed here. And if I personalize it, when you are not here, 

people get sacrificed.  Things don’t get done.  Stories aren’t 

heard or told.  A smile, a handshake, a nod of acceptance is 

missed.  And those who look to you for acceptance, 

encouragement, or help are sacrificed. Ironically, we all can 

be used as examples.  Human nature always justifies our dirt 

and overlooks our strengths.  Seldom do I experience people 

striving to be like the pillars of the church.  When we attempt 

to justify something that we have done or left undone, who 

do we use for a contrast…someone who did it better or 

someone who failed worse than we did?  The devil made me 

do it syndrome, instead of, “God wanted me to care for … 

and I failed, am forgiven and now I will try harder.” 

 

We forget that individuals make up a group, a family, or a 

team.  When someone is missing, it isn’t that we cannot 

adapt to the change or that there isn’t someone there to fill 

in; it is that it weakens the group.  I am told that a local high 

school football team’s policy is that if you miss a practice, 

you lose the opportunity to play that week’s game.  Some 

will say that I am being overzealous in stating how important 

you are to the life and witness of the church.  Either we 

believe that God wants what is best for us and that is why 

He sent His Son Jesus to die for us, or we live as though 

what we do is insignificant and not important to the faithful 

around us.   

 

So much for my “rant” of summer frustrations.  I know that 

for many, Christ’s witness through you flourished wherever 

your life’s journey took you.  I just want you to know how 

important you are here.  And, if we are to continue to grow in 

faith and service, then we need everyone’s help.  The body 

of Christ, of which we are all members, is evolving.  We 

need to build on that which we have learned in the past and 

challenge ourselves to do better in the future.  We must 

never see ourselves, as individuals or a congregation, as 

insignificant.  Things won’t get done if you don’t do them.  

So, let’s pitch in and make it happen.  The “Good News” 

awaits. 

 

Here at Christ Lutheran Church, there’s a place for you in 

worship.  Each of us needs regular corporate worship in 

order for our souls to be fed properly. So, regardless of your 

pattern of worship up to now, we hope you’ll remember the 

lesson of the fire coals and plan to make a regular habit of 

worshipping with your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ as 

we move into Fall at Christ Lutheran.  Regardless, - 

Remember, God loves you and we do, too! 

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor John and your Pastoral Team 
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It is the PLUM’s mission to be LIVING CHRIST’S LIGHT OF HOPE 

IN OUR COMMUNITIES.  PLUM will: 

 Provide stability of Word, Sacrament, and Pastoral Care. 

 Foster opportunities for connectivity among individuals, 

congregations, and communities. 

 Develop lay leadership for sharing the Gospel. 

 Encourage freedom to care for neighbors. 

 

PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) includes 11 

congregations: 

Bethany Lutheran, Dormont 

Christ Lutheran, Duquesne 

East Liberty Lutheran 

Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Irwin 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon 

Messiah Lutheran, Munhall 

Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale 

St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie 

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg 

Zion Lutheran, Coraopolis 
 

 

The next PLUM Board Meeting is 7 PM on Monday, 

September 27, via Zoom. 
 

Your elected Christ Lutheran representatives on the PLUM 

Board are Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne Novak 

and Marissa Paule. Kalee George is the Christ Lutheran 

representative on the PLUM Call Committee. 
 

PLUM’s Sunday worship services continue via Zoom on 

Sundays at 3 PM.  All are welcome! Bulletins for worship 

services on zoom are always available on the PLUM 

website, www.plumofpa.com. 
 

The call-in line for worship, Bible Study, and Meetings: 

Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 401 596 541# 
 

 

 
 

Join Pastor Paul on Thursday mornings 

on ZOOM from 10AM to 11AM for BIBLE STUDY 

as we dive deeper into the scripture 

readings for upcoming Sundays! 

Bring your Bible!  ALL are welcome! 
 

Scripture readings for upcoming Sundays: 

9/5/2021:  Revelation 21:1-6; 22:1-5; John 16:20-22 

9/12/2021:  Genesis 1:1—2:4a; John 1:1-5 

9/19/2021:  Genesis 21:1-3; 22:1-14; John 1:29 

9/26/2021:  Genesis 27:1-4, 15-23; 28:10-17; John 1:50-51 
 

 
Our Bible Study of Revelation has begun but it’s not too late to 

join in.  Join the PLUM Pastoral Team and friends from Christ 

Lutheran and other PLUM congregations as we get together 

via zoom.  It’s Tuesday at 1 PM and Thursday at 7 PM—

choose whichever session works best for you.  
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At Home Prayer Service 

Friday, September 10, 2021  

7:00 pm on Zoom 
    

Taizé is the style of Christian worship practiced by 

the ecumenical Taizé community in France, 

characterized by the repetitive singing of simple 

harmonized tunes, interspersed with readings, 

prayers, and periods of silence. 
 

Whether you are someone who is new to Taizé, or 

someone who already appreciates this beautiful way 

to connect to God, community and self, please 

consider joining us. All are welcome! 

 

Bulletins for worship services on zoom are always 

available on the PLUM website, 

www.plumofpa.com 

 

 

 

WHAT’S  NEXT?! 

GROW     SERVE     CONNECT 
Do you want to GROW your congregation? 

Do you want to better SERVE God and your neighbor? 

Do you want to CONNECT with your community? 

If you answered yes to any or all of the questions 

above, join us on 

Wednesday, September 22 
at 7:00 pm on Zoom 

 
Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone:  Call (646) 876-9923. 
When prompted, enter the Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 
Bring your questions and suggestions! 

We want to hear from you! 

 
 

Join us at 

Hope Lutheran Church (Forest Hills) 
353 Ridge Ave. 

Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

 

Sunday, September 19, 2021 

3:00 PM 
 

In addition to being in-person, this service will also 

be available at the same time on Zoom: 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: (646) 876 9923    Meeting ID: 401 596 541 

 

Feel free to invite family, neighbors, and 

friends to this joint service of 

Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries 
 

Why a Service of Healing? 

The Service of Healing may be used in a variety of 

circumstances in the church’s ministry of care. Those 

who sense the need for God’s healing in any aspect of 

their lives may receive the gifts of prayer and of the 

laying on of hands, which may be accompanied by 

anointing with oil. These signs, first given in baptism, 

tell us again that we are sealed by the Holy Spirit and 

marked forever with the cross of Christ, who is health 

and salvation for the whole world. 

In its ministry of healing, the church does not replace 

the gifts of God that come through the scientific 

community, nor does it promise a cure. The church 

offers and celebrates gifts such as these: God’s presence 

with strength and comfort in time of suffering, God’s 

promise of wholeness and peace, and God’s love 

embodied in the community of faith. 

http://www.plumofpa.com/
https://zoom.us/j/401596541
https://zoom.us/j/401596541


  

Please keep the following 
people in prayer.  Our 
prayer list had not been 
updated in quite a while. If 
there are additions or 
changes to the prayer list, 
please contact Deann at 
christluthduq@gmail.com or 
412-466-7773.   

Ruth Baker, Al & Linda Bodnar, Betty Ciglar, 

Charlayne & Denise DeCecco, Richard Jackson, 

Kelley Keech, Lisa Kogler,  Ethel Kotrady, Jeff 

Moss, Donna Reyes, George Simo, Tammy 

Thomas, Lois & Ray Tubbs, Kane: Marianne 

Hantz 
 

 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Andrew Bickus, who 
passed away on August 18, 2021.  Drew is the younger 
brother of Tammy Chonko, Ronda Brourman and Gregg 
Bickus.  His memorial service was at Christ Lutheran Church 
on August 28. 

I know that my Redeemer Lives! 

What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

 
 

 

Meet  B.O.B.  N’at 
Our box has a name! In conjunction with Little 

Free Library, Christ Lutheran Church is offering 

BOB N'at or Box of Books N'at. This ministry 

aims to provide a direct line of service and 

communication to our community. We will 

provide free books, non-perishable food items, 

and information about programs at our church as 

well as the surrounding area. Feel free to drop 

off books, extra food, or info! Take what you 

need and leave what you can. 

  
 

“God’s work. Our hands.” Sunday 
September 12, 2021 

 
Across the United States, September 12 is an opportunity to 

celebrate who we are as the Evangelical Lutheran Church in 

America – one church, freed in Christ to serve and love our 

neighbor. Service activities offer an opportunity for us to 

explore one of our most basic convictions as Lutherans: that 

all of life in Jesus Christ – every act of service, in every 

daily calling, in every corner of life – flows freely from a 

living, daring confidence in God’s grace. 

At Christ Lutheran we will be hosting a Free Community 

BBQ at 11 AM.  We’ll also have a craft for the children.   

Please plan to join your church family as we reach out and 

share God’s love with our neighbors. To help with the BBQ, 

please contact Marissa Paule.  To help with the children’s 

craft activity, please contact Mary Anne Novak.  Please plan 

to join us for worship at 9:15 AM and stay for the BBQ. 

 

 
September 
4 - Nikolai Surmick (2014)  
5 - Sara Allas 
6 - Bryce Novak 
12 - Kathy Hays 
16 - Evelyn Coughenour (2011) 
21 - John Allas 

October 
3 - Beryl Gundy (1954) 
16 – Mary Anne Novak 
20 - Barb Helsel (1943) 
21 - Carlene Oskin 
 

To contribute an article or to have a name/birthday 
listed in future newsletters, provide information to 
Deann at christluthduq@gmail.com or 412-466-7773. 

mailto:christluthduq@gmail.com
mailto:christluthduq@gmail.com


  

Together, we are the church! 
 

It is good to be open for on-site worship at Christ Lutheran at 

9:15 AM on Sundays! We’ve been back since March 21, doing 

our best to create a safe and welcoming environment for 

members and visitors.  Please know that if you’re not feeling 

well or are not able or ready to attend worship on-site, the 3 PM 

PLUM zoom service is a spirit-filled alternative. 

Thanks to all who bring their offerings to worship, drop off or 

mail offerings to the church, or use PayPal!  Your continuing 

support and faithfulness are greatly appreciated and keep the 

Lord’s ministry at Christ Lutheran church alive! 
 
 

 

Madagascar RELIEF FUND 
 

 

Our synod has initiated a special appeal and members and 
friends of Christ Lutheran Church are encouraged to 
contribute.  You may donate online at swpasynod.org or 
designate “Madagascar” on your offering envelope given to 

Christ Lutheran. 

"We pray, O God, for our sisters and brothers in the 
Tulear Synod in Madagascar, that you would be a 

source of comfort and encouragement to 
them in their time of need, as they face a severe 
drought, Covid-19, and other natural disasters. 
Open our hearts to share with them as best we 
can. We pray that together we may follow our 

teacher Jesus Christ, that together we may serve in 
Christ's mission to the world, and that together we 

may witness to your love wherever you will send us; 
for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen." 

 

 

Did you know that there is an urgent need for blood 

donations throughout the United States? It’s true and 

the need is for all blood types!  Visit vitalant.org or 

call 877-258-4825 if you would like to schedule an 

appointment to donate.  

 

 
The Combined Handbell Choir of Bethany Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Dormont is making plans to prepare for another 
performance.  The Bell Choir hopes to be a part of PLUM’s 
proposed combined Reformation Service in October.  If the service 
occurs via ZOOM, we would be recording our performance to share 
on that format. 

Bethany would love to have members of PLUM join us for this 
musical experience.  The choir will meet for practices the first three 
Saturdays in October in the afternoon.  Practices will take place in 
Bethany’s Sanctuary.  Of course, all of this is dependent on future 
COVID restrictions, but we are hopeful that we will be able to move 
forward in some capacity. 

Bethany has a three-octave set of handbells, including chimes. 
Some musical knowledge is helpful, but not necessary. We will 
teach you!  Those who have joined us will tell you that practices 
and performances are fun filled and quite enjoyable. 

If you would be interested in being a part of this joint choir, please 
contact Karen in the Bethany Church office (412-531-9363 
or bethany-dormont@verizon.net.) 
 

 

Saturday, 

October 23, 2021 
 

Christ Lutheran asks you to 

save the date! 

More info to come!  

 

Benefits 

Rise Against Hunger 

& 

Madagascar Relief 

mailto:bethany-dormont@verizon.net?subject=Handbell%20Choir
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/?utm_term=stop%20hunger%20now&utm_campaign=ID%23G14+-+GSN+-+Brand+-+General&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8246264480&hsa_cam=1534530162&hsa_grp=64085323648&hsa_ad=291215383823&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-911323956&hsa_kw=stop%20hunger%20now&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gclid=CjwKCAjwpMOIBhBAEiwAy5M6YJ1oU3XR7A9XbnKHbh3jrvcaOQOAUu5gpqa9hdNeSmQGXYyDApZPYxoC1UMQAvD_BwE
https://www.riseagainsthunger.org/?utm_term=stop%20hunger%20now&utm_campaign=ID%23G14+-+GSN+-+Brand+-+General&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8246264480&hsa_cam=1534530162&hsa_grp=64085323648&hsa_ad=291215383823&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-911323956&hsa_kw=stop%20hunger%20now&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gclid=CjwKCAjwpMOIBhBAEiwAy5M6YJ1oU3XR7A9XbnKHbh3jrvcaOQOAUu5gpqa9hdNeSmQGXYyDApZPYxoC1UMQAvD_BwE
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OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

As a community of believers guided by the Holy 

Spirit, we are called to minister to all people of 

our world, knowing that the world is often an 

unloving and unforgiving place, and many have 

been disenfranchised. Christ calls us to be 

agents of healing within our society as He has 

made us one. Here at Christ Lutheran, we 

welcome all who are seeking God’s love and 

grace regardless of race, culture, gender, sexual 

orientation, physical and mental disability, family 

structure, socio-economic status, ability, or age. 

As a place for everyone, we affirm our diversity, 

unified by Jesus Christ in a faith that transcends 

our differences. We invite all to journey with us 

in God’s mission of inclusiveness. 
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