
  

 
 

OUR MISSION:  To grow in faith and carry out the work of Jesus Christ in our world. 
 
 

As I type this newsletter, I am looking through my 

office window of our new home as it continues to 

snow.  We have now been living here just over two 

months. During that time, I have been unpacking 

books that used to be in my office space at our other 

house. Some books have found a new space in our 

library area and other books have found their way 

into my new office space. One of these books has 

taken me down memory lane. It is “A Book of Lenten 

Prayer,” a booklet that I used in my younger days 

when I was a Roman Catholic. This booklet is 

showing its wear, because I used it often for the 

Stations of the Cross that were celebrated every 

Friday afternoon during the Lenten season for the 

students. Memories flood my mind of West End 

Catholic grade school in Johnstown, PA. We would 

leave our classrooms every Friday during Lent, veil 

on our heads, and walk single file into the sanctuary, 

where we would fill the space pew by pew. The priest 

and three altar boys would appear from the side door 

of the altar and would slowly (and I mean slowly), 

walk through the fourteen Stations of the Cross. We 

would stand, sit, kneel (over and over again) and 

participate in all of the appropriate responses. Two of 

the altar boys held candlesticks and the other would 

be swinging potent incense in a big gold thurible, the 

long gold chains would click as the altar boy walked, 

and that incense, (if I think about it hard enough), can 

still unravel my sense of smell right now. It was 

rough being a child in a strict church worship space 

for long periods of time, especially during more 

intense seasons such as Lent. I can’t tell you that I 

looked forward to Lent in those days, but I have 

found that I do now. 

I was pleasantly surprised when the Pastoral Team 

picked the book, “Blessed Is She: Living Lent with 

Mary” by Tim Perry for the PLUM Lenten Bible 

Study. Mary, Jesus’ Mom, or as I had always referred 

to her, “The Blessed Virgin Mary,” was always a 

focal point of Lent for me. Imagine for yourself, 

Jesus carrying the cross.  During that journey, I could 

just picture Mary following at a distance, tragedy 

raking her whole being, watching her son struggling 

to move, Jesus, whom she loves with all her heart, 

enduring such unjust punishment. Back then at West 

End Catholic School, the fourth station is where 

Jesus, struggling with the heavy cross, encounters his 

afflicted mother. The priest would ask us to consider 

the meeting of the Son and the Mother which took 

place on this journey. “Their looks became like so 

many arrows to wound those hearts which loved each 

other so tenderly” is a quote from my booklet. 

Arrows and hearts sound like Valentine’s Day, which 

are usually welcomed symbols of true love, arrows 

that are shot by sweet cupid, the angel-like figure that 

is conjured up by artists as a match maker. But, these 

arrows being referred to are different.  We recall here 

what Simeon had said to Mary and Joseph when they 

brought Jesus, who was eight days old, to the temple 

to be circumcised. The verse comes from Luke 2:34-

35, “Then Simeon blessed them and said to his 

mother, Mary, ‘This child is destined for the falling 
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and the rising of many in Israel, and to be a sign that 

will be opposed so that the inner thoughts of many 

will be revealed -- and a sword will pierce your own 

soul too’.” An arrow, a sword, gut retching pain that 

cuts the whole way down to the soul of your being, 

THAT is what Mary was feeling as she attempted to 

follow her beaten, bruised, flogged son, Jesus, as he 

struggled under the weight of the cross, which He did 

for US, because of our sin. Mary’s willingness to take 

on everything that could come her way when the 

angel Gabriel appeared to her was now coming to the 

part of her story that was beyond human 

understanding. Mary might have thought, “Is this 

what it was all about”? 

I hope that my little trip down memory lane provides 

a new or different perspective than your Lenten 

journeys in the past. For me, this Lent, I am revisiting 

Mary, the chosen mother of the Son of God; we can 

only imagine what life was like from her perspective. 

But throughout all of her days there is a sense of 

great strength that she obviously drew from her trust 

in God’s will for her life that should be held up as a 

wonderful example for all of us.  

Please join the Pastoral Team of PLUM as we travel 

the Lenten Journey with YOU. Every Wednesday 

after Ash Wednesday during Lent join us on Zoom at 

7 pm for Holden Evening Vespers, which is a short 

contemplative service. Taizé will be held on Zoom on 

Friday, March 5th at 7 pm. Our Lenten Bible Study is 

focused around the book, “Blessed is She: Living 

Lent with Mary,” by Tim Perry.  This study will be 

held on Zoom on Tuesdays at 1 pm and Thursdays at 

7 pm during Lent, beginning on February 23 and 

February 25. (You may purchase a copy of the book; 

however, it is not necessary to have the book in order 

to participate in the study.) Plan on spending The 

Great Three Days with us on Zoom!  

Maundy Thursday, April 1 at 7 pm 

Good Friday, April 2 at noon and 7 pm 

Easter Vigil, April 3 at 7 pm, a more stream-lined 

version than our in-person worship. 

YOU are always welcome for any or all of the 

Lenten/Easter worship opportunities! May you find 

new meaning for yourself in these forty days of Lent 

that lead you to a closer relationship with our Lord 

and Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Peace and Love to ALL! 

Minister Mandy 
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PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) includes 11 

congregations: 

Bethany Lutheran, Dormont 

Christ Lutheran, Duquesne 

East Liberty Lutheran 

Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Irwin 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon 

Messiah Lutheran, Munhall 

Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale 

St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie 

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg 

Zion Lutheran, Coraopolis 
 

 

 

 

The next PLUM Board Meeting is 7 PM on Monday, 

March 22, via Zoom. 
 

Your elected Christ Lutheran representatives on the 

PLUM Board are Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne 

Novak and Marissa Paule. Visit www.plumofpa.com. 
 

PLUM’s worship services continue via Zoom on 

Sundays at 10:30 AM and 3 PM.  All are welcome! 
 

The call-in line for worship, Bible Study, and Meetings: 

Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 
Meeting ID: 401 596 541# 

http://www.plumofpa.com/
about:blank


  

Online Bible Study offered 
by PLUM Pastoral Team 
  

The Lenten Study will be at our usual study times: 

Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. & Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. 

All are welcome! 
  

During the Season of 

Lent, we will be studying 

the book entitled 

“Blessed Is She: Living 

Lent with Mary", written 

by Tim Perry.  You can 

order the book from 

Amazon (Used copies 

available at reduced 

prices.) or at any store,  

if you desire.  However, 

it is not necessary to 

have the book in order 

to participate in the study. 
  

Everyone is happy to see Mary in the crèche at 

Christmastime, but by the time the Magi head 

back East after the Feast of the Epiphany, 

Christians of many traditions are often ready to 

place Mary to the side, too. 
 

But in "Blessed Is She", Timothy Perry 

presents a Mary who belongs in Lent as much 

as in Advent, who shows what it means to die 

and live with the crucified and risen Jesus.  

Drawing primarily from the Gospel of Luke, this 

lovely book of devotions sketches a Lenten 

Mary who teaches us about being disciples. 

The result is a complex, inviting, strong 

character, a disciple to be emulated by all 

Christians, especially during this holy season. 

 

 

"May the strength of God pilot us, 

 may the wisdom of God instruct us, 

may the hand of God protect us, 

 may the word of God direct us." 

--Saint Patrick 

via Zoom 

Friday, March 5, 2020, 7 pm 
 

What is Taizé? Taizé is the style of Christian 

worship practiced by the ecumenical Taizé 

community in France, characterized by the 

repetitive singing of simple harmonized tunes, 

interspersed with readings, prayers, and 

periods of silence. 
  

Whether you are someone who is new 

to Taizé, or someone who already appreciates 

this beautiful way to connect to God, 

community and self, please consider joining 

us. All are welcome! 

 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Thanks to all who drop off or mail offerings to the 

church or use PayPal!  Your continuing support 

and faithfulness are greatly appreciated and 

keep the Lord’s ministry at Christ Lutheran 

church alive! 

Together, we are the church! 

 



  

 

Christ Lutheran Church 
resumes on-site worship  

on Sunday, March 21, 
9:15 AM 

 

Beginning Sunday, March 21, we will recommence 

on-site Sunday morning worship services at Christ 

Lutheran.  Same time, 9:15 AM.  As we did this 

past summer, we will take precautions including 

wearing masks and maintaining social distance. 

For those who are ill or who do not feel 

comfortable gathering in person at this time, zoom 

services will always be available Sundays at 3 PM.  

The Sunday 10:30 AM zoom service is currently an 

option; if the time or availability of this morning 

service needs to change, it will be posted on the 

PLUM website, www.plumofpa.com and will be 

noted in future newsletters. 

Do you receive emails from Deann at 

christluthduq@gmail.com?  If not, it’s because 

she does not have your email address.  Please 

send your email address so that we can stay 

connected.  When there is time-sensitive news, it’s 

especially important to be able to reach our church 

family quickly, and email can be a valuable tool. 

 

     Sunday, March 28 

 

Thursday, April 1 

Maundy Thursday  
Worship Service 

7 PM on zoom 

  
 

 

 

 
Friday, April 2 

Good Friday Worship Service 
12:00 noon & 7 PM on zoom 

  
 

 
 

Saturday, April 3 

7 PM on zoom 

http://www.plumofpa.com/
mailto:christluthduq@gmail.com


  

 

Well – we are trying something 

new and teaching an old dog 

new tricks! 

Together with Miss Mary Anne and Miss Wanda – 

Emma, Evelyn, Logan, Madison, Tanner, and Victoria 

– are doing Sunday school via Zoom.    So, every 

Sunday from 11:15 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. we gather and 

try to learn Bible stories together using technology.  

Regarding Zoom, most of the kids are ahead of the 

teachers, but Miss Mary Anne and Miss Wanda are 

trying really hard to catch up.  Look out kids!  Even 

though we are meeting virtually, there is homework 

involved that comes via snail mail.  If you know 

someone who might be interested in joining us, give 

Mary Anne Novak a call at 412-979-8574.  On March 

21st, we will be opening back up in person, and 

Sunday School zoom will be offered at 10:30 a.m.  If 

you would like a visual, check out Keri Oskin Eckert 

who shot a photograph of Madison in class on 

Facebook.  It is soooo good to see the kids again – 

even if is on the computer! 

 
Your 2021 Christ Lutheran Church Council members:   

Kalee George, Ray George, Beryl Gundy, 
Mary Anne Novak, Marissa Paule, 

Casey Surmick, Katie Surmick 

Please keep the following people in prayer.  If there are 

changes, please let Deann know. 

Jennifer Babiak, Harry 

Babinger, Ruth Baker, 

Bob Barker, Glen 

Bootay, June Briggs, 

Judy Brivichik, Ken 

Burns, Victoria Canser, 

Cassandra Chottner, 

Myrtle Clayton, Lori 

Craft, Charlyane & 

Denise DeCecco, Larry Dew, Landon Diethorn, Lieut. 

Tim Donohue, Britanny Dye, Levi Fisher, Jackie Frum, 

Janice Gavel, Lisa Hawkins, Pat Hawkins, Chelsea 

Isett, Mary Jackson, Richard Jackson, Charlie 

Johnson, Judy Johnson, Kelley Keech, Lisa Kogler, 

Cynthia Korenoski, Ethel Kotrady, Harry Leber, Cathy 

Lindamood, Michelle Lucas, Cheryl McCafferty, Kurt 

McDermot, Daniel Paul Meyers, Kack Modrick, Jeff 

Moss, Dan & Kat Nolder, Chance Michael Philips, Jr., 

Mary Ann and Joshua Phillippi, Reberta, Donna 

Reyes, Steven Reynolds, Pamela Rivera & family, Eric 

& Becky Rivo, Pat Salopek, George Simo, Kathy 

Swiatek, Gwyn Tach, Ryan Taylor, Tammy Thomas, 

Lois & Ray Tubbs, Denise Wagner, Judy Wagner, 

Susan Winnie, Howard Watts, Jean Wright, Linda, 

Roger; Kane: Marianne Hantz 

 

 
March 

10 - Katie Surmick (1993) 

15 - Ron Miller (1948) 

15 - Tara Ursiny 
 

April 

  3 - Elsie Ferencz (1942) 

19 - Everly Minkel 

21 - Kolleen Barva Hamlin 

21 - Shelly Davis (1967) 

24 - George Simo (1938) 

27 - Cora Surmick (2019) 

30 - Bruce Keffer (1998) 

This Photo by Unknown Author is 

licensed under CC BY-SA 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odie
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/


  

 

Little known fun fact: March (named after Mars, the Roman god of war) used to be the 

first month of the year. As temperatures rose, March was deemed a good time to start a 

war or renew an old one! Months seven through 10 of what used to be a 10-month 

calendar were named accordingly: September (septem), October (octo), November 

(novem) and December (decem). January and February were added later, and when it 

was necessary to add a day, what better month to do so than the last month of the year, 

February! 

There's a sense in which March is the first month for us as Christians as well. In March, 

we are in Lent, which can be a new start for us. Our thoughts are turned toward how, 

through Christ, we can become a better version of ourselves. We want to do better and to 

be better. We want to drop what hinders us, and cling to what helps us, our neighbors, and our world. 

 

Please help to make this fundraiser for Christ Lutheran a success by buying 
dinners and asking friends and family if they would like to order. To help with the 

Spaghetti Dinner, please contact Marissa Paule.  THANK YOU! 
 

Spaghetti Dinner 
March 13th, 2021 
ORDER  FORM 

 

“To Go” orders only 
 

Orders are due by March 7th, 2021 
Please text, or call your order totals to Marissa Paule at 412-600-7203 

 
Orders to be picked up at Christ Lutheran Church, 1pm-3pm 

 
Seller’s Name: ______________________________  Phone #: __________________ 

 

 
Name 

 
Phone # 

Number of 
Dinners Ordered 

 
$ Amount Paid 

 
 

Josie Sampler 
 

412-xxx-xxxx 
 

6 
 

$8  

    

    

    
 

Dinner includes spaghetti with meatballs, salad, roll, and dessert. 
Dinner Donation - $8.00 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT! 

CHRIST LUTHERAN CHURCH 

405 KENNEDY AVENUE, DUQUESNE, PA 15110 

412-466-7773 
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Time sensitive material 

 

 

 
 
 
 

Suggestions for Your Lenten Journey 
 

Feast on faith. 
Fast from judging others. 

 

Feast on Christ dwelling in each of us. 
Fast from fear of our differences. 

 

Feast on the healing power of God.  
Fast from discontent. 

 

Feast on speech that purifies. 
Fast from words that pollute. 

 

Feast on gratitude. 
Fast from bitterness. 

 

Feast on patience. 
Fast from pessimism. 

 

Feast on hope. 
Fast from despair.

 

Feast on encouragement. 
Fast from anger. 

 

Feast on forgiveness. 
Fast from self-centeredness. 

 

Feast on compassion. 
Fast from suspicion. 

 

Feast on truth. 
Fast from gossip. 

 

Feast on purposeful silence. 
Fast from outside noise that  

distracts us from God. 
 

Feast on prayer to draw us  
closer to God’s steadfast love. 

Fast from anxiety. 
 


