
 
 

  

OUR MISSION:  To grow in faith and carry out the work of Jesus Christ in our world. 
 

 
JESUS COMES TO CALL US OUT 

 

“And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in 
the inn.”  (Luke 4.7) 
 

This verse from Luke’s Gospel brings to mind very 
special and cherished images: a specially crafted 
shelter containing Mary, Joseph, sheep, shepherds, 
and perhaps a star and angel.  Of course at the 
center of the scene is a newborn baby.  Perhaps this 
verse also brings to mind beloved Christmas carols, 
like Silent Night and Hark the Herald Angels Sing.  
And it might remind us of a gaily decorated church 
with a sparkling Christmas tree and candles all 
through the sanctuary.  The verse might also bring 
to mind family and friends, near and far, who have 
come to celebrate the holy day.  It is a familiar, 
comfortable and comforting scene. 
 

Given our current circumstances, these images and 
memories will at best be virtually portrayed or not 
seen at all.  While this reality might discourage or 
dampen our enthusiasm for Christmas, we would do 
well to plunge ourselves into the meaning and 
significance of the birth of Jesus - the center of all 
these images and merrymaking.  
 

We might remind ourselves that Jesus was born into 
a hostile world to an oppressed people.  Within two 
years of his birth, King Herod sent his army/police 
to slay all male children two years or younger!  
Jesus’ birth did not immediately improve the lot of 
the shepherds, members of the poor, underclass.  
And his birth did not improve international relations 

between the Magi and King Herod.   Soon after 
Jesus’ birth, the Holy Family took on the plight of 
the dislocated when they escaped to Egypt in order 
to avoid the murderous police sent from Jerusalem. 
 

Finally, let us not forget that Mary and Joseph were 
not wealthy or privileged.  At first they didn’t 
receive a warm welcome in Bethlehem.  In fact, 
there is no mention that the assistance of a midwife 
or even neighboring women were available to Mary 
as she labored in childbirth. 
But what was that message that the angels sang in 
the sky to the shepherds and shepherdesses:  “Do 
not be afraid; for see - I am bringing you goods 
news of great joy for all the people: to you is born 
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the 
Messiah, the Lord . . . Glory to God in the highest 
heaven, and on earth peace among those whom 
God favors.”  Regardless of our circumstances, we 
are invited to give God the glory and to celebrate 
the arrival of our Savior and Lord into our world and 
into our hearts and homes.   
 

This wonderful announcement is made to those of 
us who are struggling to keep our children safe from 
the virus while feeding, clothing, sheltering and 
providing for their education.  The announcement is 
ringing in the ears of the seniors who live at home, 
in senior facilities or are lying in the hospital.  It is a 
joyous announcement to first responders and all 
the service people who spend what seem like 
endless hours helping and assisting our families and 
neighbors. 
 

If ever there were a time to sing with loud voices 
“Hark! The Herald Angels sing. Glory to the 
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newborn king; peace on earth, and mercy mild.”  
This is an announcement that is also sent out to the 
impoverished of the world, living in the slums of 
Argentina, in the refugee camps of the Middle East, 
and in the pockets of poverty in the USA.  This is an 
announcement that is sent to those suffering from 
various addictions (rich and poor) and those who are 
lost searching for meaning in their life. 
 

This year’s celebration of Christmas may not look 
like the Christmases of the past and may not live up 
to our expectations and memories; however, the 
message is still true and genuine:  God’s Love came 
down from heaven on Christmas and continues to 
come down for all of God’s people, regardless of 
their current circumstances. 
 

“Come, let us adore Him, come, let us adore Him, 
come, let us adore Him, Christ the Lord!”  
 

+Pastor Paul for the PLUM Pastoral Staff 
 

PLUM 
News 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) includes 

11 congregations: 

Bethany Lutheran, Dormont 

Christ Lutheran, Duquesne 

East Liberty Lutheran 

Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills 

Immanuel Lutheran Church, Irwin 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon 

Messiah Lutheran, Munhall 

Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale 

St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie 

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg 

Zion Lutheran, Coraopolis 
 

The next PLUM Board Meeting is 7 PM on Monday, 

December 28, via Zoom. 
 

Your elected Christ Lutheran representatives on the 

PLUM Board are Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne 

Novak and Marissa Paule. Visit www.plumofpa.com. 

PLUM’s 3 PM Sunday afternoon worship services 

continue via Zoom and a 10:30 AM service has been 

added.  Holy Communion* will be included in both of 

these services as well as the Christmas Eve services 

via Zoom.  All are welcome! 

 

*We celebrate Holy Communion during our Sunday and 

Christmas Eve on-line worship services. 

We acknowledge that our on-line community is not a 

physical face-to-face worship space.  However, we 

recognize that our on-line community is a real 

community gathered each Sunday in faithful worship as 

are our physical in-person communities. Jesus is with us 

in this gathered on-line community. In the sacrament of 

communion, we understand the gathered community as 

consisting of all the saints and all those in the church 

who share in the body and blood of Christ. 

On Sunday we as a gathered online community will 

share in communion.  Communion, as you may recall, is 

one of the sacraments of our Lutheran faith.  We believe 

that the sacrament of communion consists of a 

command—“take and eat,” “take and drink”; a promise—

that we are forgiven; and earthly element—bread & 

wine. It is the Word of God that creates this sacrament, 

not the specific ritual we use, though we find our 

traditional rituals a meaningful expression of our faith.  

Most importantly, we believe that Jesus is physically 

present with us in this sacrament.  

In the sacrament of communion, the command and 

promise were given to us by Jesus.  The earthly 

elements come from God’s bounty and are provided to 

us when we worship in-person.  How can this be done 

on-line?  Providing consecrated elements is not practical 

and may cause us to miss someone.  Thus we invite all 

who desire to participate in communion on Sunday to 

gather some bread (any bread or cracker will do) and a 

small amount of wine, grape juice or some other liquid.  

You may place the items on a white napkin or towel at 

the beginning of worship in preparation for the meal. 

Remembering that God feeds us with the presence of 

Christ, the presiding minister will lead us in the meal by 

saying the Words of Institution that begin with In the 

night in which he was betrayed and we conclude by 

praying the Lord’s Prayer together.  The elements are 

prepared.  We prepare to receive the gracious presence 

of our Lord Jesus in the shared communion of the 
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church.  We will then be invited to commune together as 

a gathered community when the pastor says “The body 

and blood of Christ given and shed for you.” You may 

respond by saying Amen. This is the time to consume 

the elements. All are invited to participate as fully as 

possible.  

Know that your pastoral staff has discussed the 

appropriateness of on-line communion many times.  We 

have been in discernment as a team and have 

participated in the many discernment opportunities 

provided by our Synod.  We have sought the personal 

advice of Bishop Kusserow on the use of on-line 

communion.  Bishop Kusserow has said that he would 

fully support and affirm our practice of communion 

knowing that we have been thoughtful and prayerful in 

our discernment process.   

At Home 
Taizé Prayer Service 

via Zoom 

Friday, December 4, 2020, 7 pm 
 

During this time of the Coronavirus and Social 

Distancing,  

Prayer is a source of Comfort. 

Please join us in Taizé Prayer from the safety of your 

homes. 

 

What is Taizé? Taizé is the style of Christian worship practiced 

by the ecumenical Taizé community in France, characterized 

by the repetitive singing of simple harmonized tunes, 

interspersed with readings, prayers, and periods of silence. 
  

Whether you are someone who is new to Taizé, or someone 

who already appreciates this beautiful way to connect to God, 

community and self, please consider joining us. All are 

welcome! 
 

Please note that our January Taize service will be on 

Friday, January 8 at 7 pm. 

December 2, 2020 

Pastoral Team Staff Changes 

As you are aware, Malinda Gilberti has been a part of the 

PLUM Pastoral Team as an intern in the candidacy process for 

Minister of Word and Sacrament (Pastor).  This is a process 

that has multiple steps with the final determination to be made 

by the ordination committee.  Mandy’s committee, the 

Northwest Pennsylvania Synod’s Committee on Ordination, has 

decided Mandy’s candidacy for ordination is concluded. She 

was not authorized to move forward with ordination at this time.  

She is eligible to apply for candidacy again with the same synod 

in a year if she discerns that is what she is called to do. 

Mandy’s presence among us and her call to care for the 

members of our PLUM congregations has been a blessing.  

The Pastoral Team, with approval from the PLUM Board, has 

offered Mandy a staff position as Minster of Pastoral Care.  

Mandy has accepted that position and will continue with us as 

she discerns her next steps.  We will support and pray with her 

as she considers her options. 

What does this mean for our PLUM congregations?  The most 

notable change is that instead of calling her Vicar Mandy, she 

will now be Minister Mandy.  She will retain all the 

responsibilities of leading worship as a lay person including 

preaching, teaching and lay administration of the sacraments.  

Minister Mandy will give special attention to members who are 

disconnected from the congregational community, whether this 

disconnection is related to sickness, frailty, disaffection, or 

disinterest.  She will also focus on care of our children and 

youth across PLUM.  Please join us in welcoming Minister 

Mandy to the PLUM Pastoral Team in this new designation. 

 

Suspension of  

On-Site Worship Services 
 

Please see the PLUM website (www.plumofpa.com) for letters 

from our PLUM Pastoral Team and our Bishop regarding the 

recent decision to suspend on-site worship at Christ Lutheran 

Church (and all other PLUM congregations) beginning November 

18.  As you can imagine, this was a difficult decision, made out of 

care and love for the people of the church and community. 

Although we won't be gathering in our church building, there are 

still ways for us to worship together. There will now be 2 Sunday 

worship services via zoom, 10:30 AM and 3 PM. You are 

encouraged to join in on one of these.  Of course it's not exactly 

the same as being together inside our church building for 

worship, but it is a blessing that we have this option! 

http://www.plumofpa.com/


 
 

Please know that your pastoral team is available to you. Do 

not hesitate to contact us to share concerns and 

celebrations. May the love of God be your comfort and 

peace. 

PLUM Pastoral Team: 

The Reverend John Gropp  412-680-7867  

The Reverend Brenda Henry  412-390-8005  

The Reverend Susan Devine  412-496-4889  

The Reverend Paul Koch  773-848-1470  

Minister Mandy Gilberti   814-241-8150  

All individuals are encouraged to check the following 
for updates which will be posted by Noon daily: 

●  PLUM website at www.plumofpa.com for all 
news and event updates. 

● PLUM phone hotline 412-466-7774   (messages 

may also be left on this line) 
 

The call on- line for worship, Bible Study, and 
Meetings: 

Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541 
Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 

Meeting ID: 401 596 541# 
 

Please see the back of this newsletter for details 

on Christmas Eve worship opportunities.  PLUM 

will have 2 services via zoom: 7 PM and 11:30 

PM.  In addition, there will be 3 parking lot 

services, 2 locations at 4 PM and one at 9 PM. 

 

 

 

 

“On-line” Christmas Pageant 
 

 

Something New! This sounds cool! Spreading Christmas Joy!! 
 

On Sunday, December 27, we’ll experience a virtual Christmas 

Pageant that will be incorporated into our 10:30 AM and 3 PM 

Worship Services via zoom.  Children and youth from PLUM 

Congregations (with assistance from their parents/grandparents 

as needed) are encouraged to work with Kalee George 

(kaleegeorge2@gmail.com) from Christ Lutheran Church to 

record their parts and have them edited together ahead of time. 

 

 

Please join friends from PLUM for 

Advent Family Bible Study 
on Zoom 

Tuesdays at 1 pm 

and the same study will be offered on 

Thursdays at 7 pm (except for Dec 24). 

We will explore the meaning behind the 

four candles of the Advent Wreath. 

HOPE  FAITH  JOY  LOVE 

YOU are always welcome! 

 

 
For the third year in a row, PLUM worked with the faith-based 

organization “Rise Against Hunger” to host a meal packaging 

event. We coordinated an assembly-line packaging of highly 

nutritious dehydrated meals comprised of rice, soy, vegetables 

and 23 essential vitamins and minerals. Together we packaged 

more than 10,152 meals on November 7, 2020! We had 2 

Sessions: 10 a.m. – Noon and 1 – 3 p.m., with 25 people per 

session.  Social distancing, masks and gloves were required.  

Thanks to all volunteered!  And special thanks to Mary Anne 

Novak for coordinating this event for us. Also, thanks to all who 

made monetary donations, donated to the virtual auction or 

participated in the virtual auction fundraiser hosted by Christ 

Lutheran Church to benefit Rise Against Hunger. 

 

about:blank
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Annual Congregational 

Meeting – DEC 27, 2020 
   

Sunday, December 27, will be our Annual Congregational 

Meeting.  On the agenda are the 2021 Budget and Election of 

three Church Council Members and one PLUM Board Member.  

Every member of Christ Lutheran Church is encouraged to 

attend.  Won’t it be nice to see/hear and interact with friends 

from Christ Lutheran?! 

The meeting will be at 12 noon/after the 10:30 AM PLUM 

worship service via zoom. You may join the meeting online (via 

computer, tablet, smart phone) or by regular telephone. 

Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 Meeting ID: 401 596 541# 

The 2021 Christ Lutheran Church Budget recommended by 

Church Council is included in this newsletter.  The PLUM 2021 

Budget is also included for your review so you can see how it 

connects to the “PLUM Pastoral Package” line item in Christ 

Lutheran’s budget. 

Please plan to call in by noon on the 27th, or better yet, join us 

for worship at 10:30 AM, where we’ll celebrate the 1st Sunday of 

Christmas, including a virtual Christmas pageant that will 

include children from Christ Lutheran as well as other PLUM 

congregations. 

Your 2020 Church Council Members: 
Ray George Beryl Gundy  Colleen McIlrath 
Mary Anne Novak Amber Paule  Marissa Paule 
Casey Surmick Katie Surmick 

 

In the book of Genesis God gave Adam and Eve the 

responsibility of being stewards for the rest of God’s creation.  

We too are given that same responsibility.  But then Covid-19 

entered our lives.  So how do we attempt to accomplish 

stewardship and show care for our neighbor and creation under 

these circumstances; especially when our churches are closed, 

and we are currently members of a zoom church?  Perhaps we 

need to get a little creative.  Stewardship includes tithing our 

God-given financial resources back to Him; this financial aspect 

is an important aspect that should not be ignored as the 

expenses of running a church are still with us even though we 

are not there.  However, stewardship is so much more than just 

financial.  There are our time and talents.  In John 3:16, Jesus 

says, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, all 

your mind, and all your soul; and love your neighbors as 

yourself.”  Despite our churches being closed, the ministry to 

our neighbor(s) continues.   

Many around us are suffering.  We have 666 children who have 

been separated from their parents after crossing the border in 

search of a better life, and the government has not been able to 

locate their parents for reunification.  What can we do for them?  

We have neighbors who have lost their jobs, and some who are 

still waiting for the unemployment that was promised to them 

months ago.  What can we do for them?  We have families who 

have been impacted by the virus and have been forced to say 

goodbye to their loved ones via a cell phone without a family’s 

touch.  What can we do for them?  We hear of families who are 

experiencing food insecurity because of lost jobs and lack of 

emergency funds or people who would offer temporary 

assistance.  What can we do for them?  All of this on top of 

events such as sickness, hospitalizations, and death that 

normally occur in life.  So, what can we do now as the body of 

Christ when the demand is so great with Thanksgiving behind 

us and Christmas soon to be upon us?  Is there something we 

can do at home?  Is there something we do collectively from 

home?  Can we get our children and family members focused 

on doing something for others?  Currently some members of 

PLUM are putting together hygiene kits for Rise Against 

Hunger, and they are doing it from their homes with members 

assigned different tasks.  Can we still make greeting cards for 

those in detention in our state and country?  (The young people 

and adult Sunday school class did this last year).  What about 

our food banks and diaper bank within our PLUM 

congregations?  Overall, the need is even greater this year 

outside of our homes, in our communities, and beyond.  Our 

Lord did not leave any of us without talent, skills, or creativity, 

and to do nothing is like the servant who hid his talents in fear 

of losing what he was given. It is an expectation from God that 

we do something; and if we sit idly by and do nothing, we are 

compromising with the injustices that are happening around us.   

Within this newsletter there are several ideas for “loving our 

neighbor as ourselves.”  Or maybe you have an idea that 

comes to you in your own mind.  We all live in a state of 

abundance not scarcity.  We just need to examine our lives 

more closely, and wrestle with those gifts that have been given 

to us.  May God bless you as we press on in ministry this 

holiday season and coming year.  Perhaps it is time to think 

outside of the box. 

  

 

Thanks to all who donated and participated to make our first 

ever Virtual Auction a success!  We had numerous, diverse 

items of high quality donated.  Thanks to all who donated and 

bid, we raised $1,060 for Rise Against Hunger on November 

14!  Special thanks to our “Vanna,” Krista Cantrell, Kalee 

George and Ray George for preparing and running the auction. 
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Homebound – Christ Lutheran Chruch 

December 2020 
 

Edward Basista 

Greensburg Care Center 

119 Industrial Park Road 

Greensburg, PA  15601 

 

Lois Bednar 

303 Herman Avenue 

Duquesne, PA 15110 

 

Marianne Hantz 

Kane Regional, Unit 4A 

100 Ninth Street 

McKeesport, ,PA 15132 

 

Ethel Kotrady 

Allegheny Place, Apt 123 

10960 Frankstown Road 

Penn Hills, PA 15235 

 

Ray Tubbs 

105 Locust Way 

Duquesne, PA 15110 

 

PRAYER  LIST  
Please keep the following people in prayer.  If there are 

changes to this list, please call Deann: 412-951-0466. 

Jennifer Babiak, Harry Babinger, Ruth Baker, Bob Barker, 

Glen Bootay, June Briggs, Judy Brivichik, Ken Burns, 

Victoria Canser, Cassandra Chottner, Myrtle Clayton, Lori 

Craft, Charlyane & Denise DeCecco, Larry Dew, Landon 

Diethorn, Lieut. Tim Donohue, Britanny Dye, Audrey 

Ferencz, James Ferencz, Noah Ferencz, Rico Ferencz, 

Levi Fisher, Jackie Frum, Janice Gavel, Nikki Gropp, Lisa 

Hawkins, Pat Hawkins, Chelsea Isett, Mary Jackson, 

Richard Jackson, Charlie Johnson, Judy Johnson, Kelley 

Keech, Helen Kogler, Lisa Kogler, Cynthia Korenoski, 

Ethel Kotrady, Harry Leber, Cathy Lindamood, Harry 

Lindamood, Michelle Lucas, Cheryl McCafferty, Kurt 

McDermot, Daniel Paul Meyers, Kack Modrick, Jeff Moss, 

Dan & Kat Nolder, Harvey Oskin, Chance Michael Philips, 

Jr., Mary Ann and Joshua Phillippi, Reberta, Donna 

Reyes, Steven Reynolds, Pamela Rivera & family, Eric & 

Becky Rivo, Pat Salopek, George Simo, Kathy Swiatek, 

Gwyn Tach, Ryan Taylor, Lois & Ray Tubbs, Denise 

Wagner, Judy Wagner, Susan Winnie, Howard Watts, 

Jean Wright, Linda, Roger; Kane: Marianne Hantz; 
 

 
 

George Simo, a member of Christ Lutheran Church, sends 

thanks for thoughts and prayers.  He is grateful to God for 

getting him through a battle with Covid-19.  George reports that 

he is currently at home.  He had been on a ventilator.  He was 

hospitalized for 38 days and spent 6 days in rehab. 

George Simo 

3101 Siler Drive, RD#4 

Finleyville, PA 15332 

 

 
December 

 5 - Lois Shirley (1940) 

 7 - Richard Ferencz (1940) 

 9 - Matt George (1997) 

19 - Kalee George (1995) 

29 - Jim Reyes (1952) 
 

January 

26 - Willow Surmick (2017) 
 

To have your name/birthday/anniversary listed in 

future newsletters, provide this information to the 

church secretary at christluthduq@gmail.com or 

412-466-7773. 

mailto:christluthduq@gmail.com


 
 

Giving Gifts:  

A Holiday Tradition 
 
 

We will be collecting items to make Hygiene Kits to be 
distributed through Rise Against Hunger.  The collection 
will last from the beginning of Advent, November 29, 
2020 through Epiphany, January 6, 2021, when we 
remember the Wise Men bringing gifts to the baby Jesus. 
To participate, please bring any of the following gifts 
(Hygiene Kit Materials) to the church: 
 

Hygiene Kit Materials 
 One hand towel (15 x 25 –17 x 27 inches) 

No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
 One washcloth 

No kitchen, cleaning, or microfiber towels 
 One comb 

Must be sturdy with at least 6 inches of teeth 
No pocket combs or picks 
Rattail and combs without handles are 
acceptable but must have at least 6 inches of 
teeth 

 One toenail or fingernail clipper 
No emery boards or metal nail files 

 Bath-size soap (3 oz. bar or larger) 
No Ivory or Jergen's soap 
Do not remove from packaging 

 One adult toothbrush 
Do not remove from packaging 
Personal advertising not acceptable 

 10 adhesive bandages (¾ by 3 inches) 
Common household bandages acceptable 

 One one-gallon size re-sealable bag 
 

Important Notes 
 All items must be new. 
 Do not wash any of the items as they will no 

longer be considered new. 
 Contents of kits or the containers of kits should 

not be imprinted with cartoon characters, 
advertisements, religious, patriotic, military or 
camouflage symbols. 

 

You may choose to donate certain items or a whole kit.  
Please bring your donations to the church by January 6.  If 
necessary, call Deann (412-951-0466) to arrange a time to 
drop off your donations. 
 

We will also need to donate $10 to Rise Against Hunger 
along with each Hygiene Kit we donate.  The $10.along 
with the Hygiene Kits will provide immediate nourishment 

for those facing hunger today and implement sustainable 
solutions that will lift entire communities for years to come. 
 

Elsie Ferencz has been approved to lead a Thrivent Action 
Team for this Hygiene Kits project.  The $250 grant that 
Thrivent provides will be used to kick-start the purchase of 
supplies for the Hygiene Kits.  
 

As a part of your gift-giving this upcoming holiday 
season, please consider donating items for Hygiene Kits 
and/or donating the additional $10 per kit.  All checks 
should be payable to Christ Lutheran Church and we will 
give one check to Rise Against Hunger. 
 

 
 

SW PA Women of the ELCA 

Advent Cluster Event 
 

The Holy Family Then and Now 
 

Saturday, December 12, 2020 at 10 

AM 
 

Zoom Meeting ID: 99364728848 

Meeting Pass Code: 123456 

Call in phone number: 646-876-9923 

 

Stars and Promises Christmas 
Concert with Peter Mayer 
 

In the first-ever ELCA event of its kind, ELCA World 
Hunger presents an online Christmas benefit concert 
featuring Peter Mayer, a longtime Lutheran and the lead 
guitarist for singer Jimmy Buffett. The concert will premiere on 
the ELCA Facebook page on Dec. 9, 7 p.m. Central time. 

The concert is a gift to you this Advent season, a way for us to 
thank you and provide a place for you to gather online with the 
church community as we prepare for the birth of our Savior. 
Donations to ELCA World Hunger are encouraged and will 
support our church’s work to respond to hunger and poverty in 
more than 60 countries. Register now to receive a free Peter 
Mayer Christmas album download, created just for this event! 

https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fhunger&srcid=242712&srctid=1&erid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b&trid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.elca.org%2fhunger&srcid=242712&srctid=1&erid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b&trid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fpetermayer.com%2f&srcid=242712&srctid=1&erid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b&trid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fwww.facebook.com%2fevents%2f720847598531298&srcid=242712&srctid=1&erid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b&trid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b
https://community.elca.org/page.redir?target=https%3a%2f%2fcommunity.elca.org%2fonline-registration%2fpeter-mayer-benefit-concert-2020&srcid=242712&srctid=1&erid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b&trid=bdac9f2b-082b-44f4-b8cc-d79f2f28df8b


 
 

Tithes and Offerings 
 

Thanks for your generosity! Please continue to 

drop off or mail offerings to the church or use 

PayPal.  Your continuing support and faithfulness 

are greatly appreciated and keep the Lord’s 

ministry at Christ Lutheran church alive!  Together, 

we are the church! 

CHURCH OFFERINGS for 2020  In order to have 

your offerings attributed to the year 2020, 

donations must be received in the church no later 

than Thursday, December 31, 2020. 

 

2021 OFFERING BOXES will be available in the 

chapel at the end of December.  As there is not yet 

a definite date for delivery, please contact Deann 

(412-951-0466) before making a special trip to the 

church to pick up your envelopes.  If you do not 

receive your packet by January 24, 2021, and would 

like it mailed to you, please let Deann know 

(christluthduq@gmail.com or 412-951-0466). 

 

 

You can donate to Christ Lutheran Church using PayPal!  

Above you'll find the QR code that you can scan in your 

PayPal app which will take you right to where you can 

leave your offering.  Good News: PayPal is waiving 

transaction fees on QR code payments through 

December 31, 2020. (This is their way of helping 

organizations impacted by COVID-19.) 

 

Though our buildings may have closed, the church 

was always open!  

This year, as we have had to transform our worship, 

our gatherings, our understanding of church, the 

one thing that congregations continued to do 

exceedingly well was minister to one another and to 

the communities around them. Your gifts to your 

congregation, to partner ministries, and to Mission 

Support have saved and improved lives across the 

globe.  

Care for God’s people, in body, mind, and spirit has 

always been the work and mission of the church and 

your gifts have brought encouragement and hope in 

these frustrating times. 

Thank you for your continued care for God’s people 

and for sharing the love of Christ Jesus in new and 

meaningful ways. 

 

mailto:christluthduq@gmail.com


 
 

 

Let’s share hope for the holidays! The holidays should be a magical, wondrous time for children. But this year in America, 

thousands of children and families will be spending the holiday behind bars — because they crossed the United States border 

seeking protection. The coronavirus pandemic has intensified the isolation faced by our immigrant friends by indefinitely 

postponing visits from their families and from volunteers in their communities.  Please consider joining Christ Lutheran Church in 

sending Christmas cards to families in immigration detention.  Write messages of hope and encouragement in English and 

Spanish on holiday cards (see Spanish messages below for inspiration). Draw a picture or share your favorite poem, quote, or 

Bible verse to personalize the card.  Sign the card (first name and city/state).  DO NOT put cards in individual envelopes. Bring the 

cards to the church.  To ensure delivery to children and families in time for the holidays, we will be sending the cards from 

Duquesne on December 9; please let Deann (412-951-0466) know if you plan to drop off cards at the church to be included in this 

shipment. 
 

If you would like more information about LIRS (Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Services) or if you would like to donate to the 

organization or specifically for Christmas gifts for children, visit www.lirs.org by Dec. 21, 2020.  Your messages of hope and 

donations to purchase gifts for children will remind them that they are not forgotten during the holiday season. 

SAMPLE GREETINGS IN SPANISH 

Dear friend,  

Greetings from [city/state]. My name is [first 

name].  

Merry Christmas 

Please know that you are not alone or forgotten. 

I am praying for you and your family. I am also 

fighting for justice for you and your family, and 

for all our brothers and sisters who leave their 

countries in search of a better life. 

Please know that thousands of people are 

working to keep you and your family safe. You 

are not forgotten. 

Never forget that we are praying and fighting for 

you and your family. 

God’s blessings and peace at Christmas and for 

the New Year. 

May God bless you!  

Querido amiga, 

Saludos desde [city/state] Me llamo [first name]. 

Feliz Navidad 

Por favor, sepa que no está sola, ni olvidado. 

Estoy orando por usted y su familia. Continuo 

luchando por usted y su familia y por todo 

nuestro hermanos y hermanas que dejan su 

país en busca de una vida mejor. 

Miles de personas están trabajando para cuidar 

a usted y su familia. 

Nunca olvides, estamos orando y luchando por 

usted y su familia. 

Las bendiciones de Dios y la paz en Navidad y 

para el Año Nuevo. 

¡Que Dios se bendiga! 

http://www.lirs.org/
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Christ Lutheran Church, a congregation of Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries (PLUM) cordially invites you to 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES 
December 24, 2020 

ON ZOOM 
7:00 p.m. Family-friendly Service with Holy Communion 
11:30 p.m. Candlelight Service with Holy Communion 

Zoom online: https://zoom.us/i/401596541 
Zoom by phone: (646) 876-9923     Meeting ID: 401596541 

 

PARKING LOT SERVICES (while in church lot, connect with your FM radio) 
4:00 p.m. at Hope Lutheran Church, 353 Ridge Ave., Forest Hills 

4:00 p.m. at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 7600 Steubenville Pike, Oakdale 
9:00 p.m. at Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, 1570 Clay Pike, North Huntingdon 
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