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OUR WELCOME STATEMENT 

As a community of believers guided by the Holy Spirit,  

we are called to minister to all people of our world, knowing that the world is often an 

unloving and unforgiving place, and many have been disenfranchised. 

Christ calls us to be agents of healing within our society as He has made us one. 

Here at Christ Lutheran, we welcome all who are seeking God’s love and grace 

regardless of race, culture, gender, sexual orientation, physical and mental disability, 

family structure, socio-economic status, ability, or age. 

As a place for everyone,  

we affirm our diversity, unified by Jesus Christ in a faith that transcends our differences. 

We invite all to journey with us in God’s mission of inclusiveness. 
 

 

 

 

OUR MISSION:  To grow in faith and carry out the work of Jesus Christ in our world. 
 

 
 

Dear Partners in Ministry, 

It might be hard to believe but since July 26th we have walked 
through most of Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians. There are 
four known letters from Paul to the people of Corinth, called the 
Corinthians. Some of the content of these letters has been lost to 
us and the remainder of what is left was used to create what we 
know as 1st and 2nd Corinthians. 2nd Corinthians was written less 
than a year after the documents used to create 1st Corinthians. It 
was during Paul’s second ministry journey that he visited the city of 
Corinth.  

Corinth was a big sea port; it was a busy place full of trade and 
business was successful. The city itself was a Roman colony that 
was immersed in Greek tradition. Part of the Greek tradition was 
the ongoing pagan worship of the goddess Athena; another part 
was the sexual immorality that went on openly in worship spaces. 
Early Christians found it very difficult to communicate the love of 
Christ within the city because of these popular practices. There 
were divisions in families and friendships could not endure the 
tension that tugged between the old practices and the potential of 
the new way of Jesus. Paul openly speaks that suffering for Christ 
will be their “new normal”. 

The lectionary focused on Consolation, Forgiveness, Treasure in 
Clay Jars, Walk by Faith not Sight, Reconciliation, and Generosity. 
My attempt is to provide a “cliff-notes” version of what we have 
covered in 2nd Corinthians. First is Consolation. God does console 
us, but sometimes we don’t experience it in the way that we believe 
it should happen. We want everything to be just so; we want all of 
our problems to just go away. But we really shouldn’t sit still and let 
God do all of the heavy lifting for us. We need to realize that in 
getting consolation from God provides us with strength, 
encouragement and hope. We are never alone in our suffering. 
Christ suffers along with us. We cannot depend solely on ourselves 
to live our lives, we have to yoke up with God. Second was 
Forgiveness. We are not just supposed to extend forgiveness to 
others three times, or even seven times. We are supposed to 
forgive each other in an ongoing way. The best posture to have is 
when we are authentic about who we are and accountable for all 
we do. It sounds much easier on paper than it really is. God is 
totally aware of this and walks with us as we try to forgive others as 
often as we can. Third was Treasure in Clay Jars. We are the clay 

jars, we are ordinary on the outside but extraordinary on the inside. 
We are fragile jars of clay, therefore we need to be careful to make 
sure that we affect everyone else in a positive way. We are to be 
mindful of the attention we give to earthly money, possessions, and 
power. Our focus should be more on God. Fourth was Walk by 
Faith, not by Sight. We are reminded again that we are human 
beings with body and soul. Our bodies waste away in front of the 
mirror, but our soul never wastes away. The soul is nourished by 
the Word of God as we read scripture, as we worship together, and 
when we kneel in prayer. Our daily relationship with God is 
important and should take priority in our lives. Fifth was 
Reconciliation. We are brand new people on the inside when we 
have been forgiven; the relationship with God is stronger, that old 
sin is done and forgotten. We can think of God as the “quicker 
picker upper”, our sins are blotted out and thrown away in the 
garbage. Finally, Generosity. As I think of the year plus that I have 
spent with you here at PLUM, I recognize you as generous people. 
Before the days of Covid’s limitations, when I walked into all of your 
worship spaces, I knew that if I needed anything you would rush to 
provide it for me. You are generous within your communities by 
providing food, diapers and clothes to those in need. You are 
generous with your time, talents, and treasures. I have witnessed 
some wonderful music, ideas, and a willingness to stay in a 
meeting even though it was running late.  

Those six weeks have seemed to fly by, and here we are still 
wearing masks and keeping our distance. As bad as all of this can 
sometimes feel, there are truly times where life seems to be going 
along in a positive way. Our worship spaces are beginning to 
reopen. We can greet each other once again—even if it is from six 
feet away. We are once again communing with wine AND bread. 
The ZOOM service is still well attended and I have heard that 
people enjoy seeing familiar folks and meeting new folks. The daily 
3pm meet up on ZOOM has turned out to be not only a place to 
hang out, but a place of love and support for the other! As we begin 
our walk toward the end of summer, let’s just pause and take a 
moment to take in all that we have experienced through the past 
few months. A deep breath is always a good way to refresh our 
body and soul!  

God’s continued blessings on each and every one of you!  

Vicar Mandy 
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PLUM (Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries) includes: 
 

Bethany Lutheran, Dormont 
Christ Lutheran, Duquesne 

East Liberty Lutheran 
Hope Lutheran Church, Forest Hills 

Lutheran Church of Our Saviour, North Huntingdon 
Messiah Lutheran, Munhall 

Resurrection Lutheran, Oakdale 
St. Andrew Lutheran, East Carnegie 

St. Paul’s Lutheran, Canonsburg 
Zion Lutheran, Coraopolis 

 
 
 
 

PLUM Discussion Series/Bible Study will be on hiatus for 
3 weeks, August 23 through September 12.  Studies will 
resume on September 15 and will be Tuesdays at 1pm and 
Thursdays at 7pm via zoom.  As time gets closer, please see 
the PLUM website (plumofpa.com) for details. 
 

The next PLUM Board Meeting is 7 PM on Monday, 
September 28, via Zoom. 
 

Your elected Christ Lutheran representatives on the PLUM 
Board are Elsie Ferencz, Kathy Hays, Mary Anne Novak and 
Marissa Paule. Visit www.plumofpa.com. 
 

PLUM’s 3 PM Sunday afternoon worship services continue 
via Zoom. All are welcome! 
 

PLUM Pastors: 
The Reverend John Gropp  412-680-7867  

The Reverend Brenda Henry  412-390-8005  

The Reverend Susan Devine  412-496-4889  

The Reverend Paul Koch  773-848-1470  

Vicar Mandy Gilberti   814-241-8150  

All individuals are encouraged to check the following 

for updates which will be posted by Noon daily: 

●  PLUM website at www.plumofpa.com for all 

news and event updates. 

● PLUM phone hotline 412-466-7774           

(messages may also be left on this line) 
 

The call in line for worship, Bible Study, and Meetings: 

Zoom online: https://Zoom.us/j/401596541 

Zoom by phone: +1 646 876 9923 

Meeting ID: 401 596 541# 

PayPal Update 

We have taken a huge step into the 21st century! If checks 
or cash aren't your thing or if this pandemic is making in 
person donations difficult, we finally have a solution! You 
can now donate to Christ Lutheran Church using PayPal! 
 

Below you'll find the QR code that you can scan in your 
PayPal app which will take you right to where you can 
leave your offering.  Good News Update: PayPal is 
waiving transaction fees on QR code payments 
through December 31, 2020. (This is their way of helping 
organizations impacted by COVID-19) 
 

Like all technology, there is a drawback: PayPal does 
keep 2.2% plus 30 cents of the transaction, so if you would 
rather stick with your tried and true paper method, all the 
better! However, this does mean that for the first time ever, 
you can donate to the church with your credit card! 
 

We hope this opens the door to those technologically 
inclined, and far away. Keep an eye out for more updates! 

 
 

 

Do you have information or a story to share? 

Would YOU like to contribute to  

Christ Lutheran Church’s October Newsletter? 

Please email Deann, church secretary, at 

christluthduq@gmail.com by September 21. 
 

Thanks to all who contributed this month! 

 
What is worship like at Christ Lutheran Church 
during the pandemic? 

On site worship at Christ Lutheran starts at 9:15 AM 
each Sunday.  We gather as community and care for 
each other by wearing masks and practicing social 
distancing while we worship.  Holy Communion is 
offered and the Word is heard and preached.  We 
currently refrain from singing, and each worship service 
lasts approximately half an hour.  

 

 

PARISH NEWS 
 

 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS – If you are not able to usher (inform the head usher*) or lay assist for a particular 

Sunday, please get a replacement and notify the church office.  Thank you. 
       

 
 

 

SEPTEMBER      WORSHIP      ASSISTANTS 
 

LAY  ASSISTANTS    USHERS 

 6 Kathy Hays  S * Harvey Oskin  Marissa Paule 

 13 Ron Gavel  E   

 20 Marissa Paule  P 

 27 Kathy Hays  T  ALTAR  GUILD 

     Marissa Paule Amber Paule 
 

 

ALTAR FLOWER and BULLETIN CHARTS 
 

are available in the hallway by the Church Offices.  Please write the name of the person for whom you wish to place flowers or bulletins and 
who is placing them.  Cost per service:  Altar Flowers: $30.00; Bulletins: $10.00.  All dates are available for altar flowers except for 
Thanksgiving Day.  All dates are available for bulletins except for December.  
 

PRAYER  LIST 
Please keep the following people in prayer.  If there are changes to this list, please call the church office: 412-466-7773. 

      

Jennifer Babiak, Harry Babinger, Ruth Baker, Bob Barker, Glen Bootay, June Briggs, Judy 

Brivichik, Ken Burns, Victoria Canser, Cassandra Chottner, Myrtle Clayton, Lori Craft, Charlyane 

& Denise DeCecco, Larry Dew, Landon Diethorn, Lieut. Tim Donohue, Britanny Dye, Audrey 

Ferencz, James Ferencz, Noah Ferencz, Levi Fisher, Jackie Frum, Janice Gavel, Lisa Hawkins, 

Pat Hawkins, Chelsea Isett, Mary Jackson, Richard Jackson, Charlie Johnson, Judy Johnson, 

Kelley Keech, Helen Kogler, Lisa Kogler, Cynthia Korenoski, Ethel Kotrady, Harry Leber, Cathy 

Lindamood, Harry Lindamood, Michelle Lucas, Cheryl McCafferty, Kurt McDermot, Daniel Paul 

Meyers, Kack Modrick, Jeff Moss, Dan & Kat Nolder, Harvey Oskin, Chance Michael Philips, Jr., 

Mary Ann and Joshua Phillippi, Reberta, Donna Reyes, Steven Reynolds, Pamela Rivera & family, 

Eric & Becky Rivo, Pat Salopek, Kathy Swiatek, Gwyn Tach, Ryan Taylor, Lois & Ray Tubbs, 

Denise Wagner, Judy Wagner, Susan Winnie, Howard Watts, Jean Wright, Linda, Roger; Kane: 

Marianne Hantz; Sycamore Estates: Dorothy Petrosky 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Our dear member, Nell Falatek, age 88, passed away on August 
12 surrounded by her family. Pastor John Gropp presided over her 
funeral service on August 16. Sympathy is extended to the whole 
family, including her loving daughter, Darcy Simon (Harry Hudson) 
and grandchildren Jeffrey Simon and Heather Hudson. 

I know that my Redeemer Lives! 
What comfort this sweet sentence gives! 

Sympathy is extended to the family of Daniel DeCecco, Age 69, of 
Duquesne, who passed away on August 16, 2020. Danny was the 
beloved husband of Laura DeCecco, father of Denise DeCecco, 
and grandfather of James, Roseanna and Charlayne. They are 
friends who have participated in Christ Lutheran’s Thursday 
Congregation Night as well as various other activities for many 
years. 



 

 

At Home 

Taizé Prayer Service 

Friday, October 2, 2020, 7:00 pm 
 

 
 

During this time of the Coronavirus and Social Distancing,  

Prayer is a source of Comfort. 

Please join us in Taize Prayer from the safety of your homes. 

 

 

To participate in the Taize Prayer service,  
go to PLUM’s Zoom page 

 
Call Pastor Sue (412-496-4889)  

or Pastor Brenda (412-390-8005)  

if you have questions or concerns 

 
 

Hear 2 Help is Christ Lutheran's newest 

ministry! Our goal is to reach out to the 

community that we reside in to serve them 

better! Our first project is currently in the works. 

We are working with Duquesne School District 

to help provide a place for wifi access for 

students who need it as they shift to learning 

remotely. Stay tuned for more updates! 

 Kalee George 

 
 

 
 

Congratulations to Donna and Jim Reyes who 
celebrated their 50th anniversary on August 18! 

 

 
September 
4 - Nikolai Surmick (2014)  
5 - Sara Allas 
6 - Bryce Novak 
12 - Kathy Hays 
16 - Evelyn Coughenour (2011) 
21 - John Allas 

October 
3 - Beryl Gundy (1954) 
16 – Mary Anne Novak 
20 - Barb Helsel (1943) 
21 - Carlene Oskin 

 
 

To have your name/birthday/anniversary listed in future newsletters, provide this information to the church 
secretary at christluthduq@gmail.com or 412-466-7773. 

 

 

           

 

ThanksThanksThanksThanks to all who have dropped off or 

mailed offerings to the church, brought 

them to worship or used PayPal! 

Your continuing support and faithfulness 

are appreciated. 

Together we are the church! 
 

 

If you need any help with coping/dealing with the pandemic, Kathleen Hays is available for phone    
consultation.  Please contact New Horizon Counseling at 412-853-3189. 

IN CASE OF EXPERIENCING A MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCYIN CASE OF EXPERIENCING A MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCYIN CASE OF EXPERIENCING A MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCYIN CASE OF EXPERIENCING A MENTAL HEALTH EMERGENCY    

     If you are having a mental health emergency mental health emergency mental health emergency mental health emergency and are feeling unsafe, you need to immediately 
call 9-1-1 or the ReSolve Crisis Network at 1-888-796-8226 (where a counselor can assist you 
24/7) as your first contact. Sending an email or calling Kathy does not guarantee that she will be 
able to respond immediately, even in the event of a crisis. If you do not receive a response from 
Kathy within a few minutes, you need to call ReSolve.****** 
 



 

 

BLOOD DONORS NEEDED 
 

According to Vitalant, blood donations drop around 

20% during the summer.  This leaves local emergency 

organizations in need of blood.  Many blood drives 

have been cancelled, so individual donations matter 

now more than ever. Vitalant is now testing all donors 

for COVID-19 antibodies. Whether you're eligible to 

give whole blood or recovered from COVID-19 and 

can donate convalescent plasma, you are saving lives.  

You can learn more about blood donation and 

collection sites by accessing their website (vitalant.org) 

or calling 877-258-4825. 
 

We ARE our brother's (and sister's) keepers and 

donating blood is a great way to show it. 

 

 

Look to Jesus 

Erwin Vettel is a good friend of Christ Lutheran Church who lives in 

Florida with his wife, Sandy.  He shares the following from Max 

Lucado’s 8/19/2020 Daily Devotional: 

Some of us have written our own Bible verse 

from Popular Opinion chapter 1, verse 1: 

“God helps those who help themselves.” 

We’ll fix ourselves, thank you. We’ll make up 

for our mistakes with contributions, our guilt 

with busyness. We’ll overcome failures with 

hard work. We’ll find salvation the old-

fashioned way: we’ll earn it! 

Christ, in contrast, says to us, “Your role is 

to trust. Trust me to do what you can’t.” By 

the way, you take similar steps of trust daily. 

You believe the chair will support you, so 

you set your weight on it. You trust the work 

of the light switch, so you flip it. You daily 

trust power you cannot see to do a work you 

cannot accomplish. Jesus invites you to do 

the same with Him, but just Him. Not another 

leader, not even yourself. Just Christ. Look 

to Jesus and believe. 

 

U.S. Wildfires 
The Situation: 

Fueled by a heat wave and ignited by lightning strikes, 

dozens of wildfires have erupted across California. At least 

four people have died, tens of thousands of people are under 

evacuation orders and more than 1 million acres have 

burned. Some evacuees face the difficult decision of whether 

to stay in a shelter during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Our Response: 

Lutheran Disaster Response is in engaging with Lutheran 

Social Services of Southern California and Lutheran Social 

Services of Northern California, along with the three 

California synods (Sierra Pacific, Southwest California and 

Pacifica), to assess the situation and determine the best ways 

to respond. We expect immediate needs to include food and 

other life necessities, as well as emotional and spiritual care 

for those who have been traumatized. 

What you can do: 

 

Pray: 

Please pray for the communities that lie in the paths of 

wildfires in California. May God's healing presence give 

them peace and hope in their time of need. Pray that God 

will deliver comfort to those who mourn and strength to 

those working diligently to contain the fires and care for 

affected communities. Join our church in praying for those 

whose lives are being impacted by disasters at this time: 

wildfires, COVID-19, severe storms, hurricanes and more. 

Even as we face multiple crises, by working together, we can 

reflect Christ’s light and hope to our neighbors in their time 

of need. 

Give: 

Your gifts will support wildfire survivors. Gifts to "U.S. 

Wildfires" will be used in full (100%) to assist those affected 

by wildfires until the response is complete.  If you choose to 

include a special donation toward this appeal in with your 

regular offering to Christ Lutheran Church, please include 

the amount designated to Wildfires. 

Connect: 

To learn more about the situation and the ELCA’s response: 

• Sign up to receive Lutheran Disaster 

Response alerts. 

• Check the Lutheran Disaster Response blog. 

• Like Lutheran Disaster Response on Facebook and 

follow @ELCALDR on Twitter. 

 

 

Women Ministers & 

Their Stories* 
I  WILL PO UR OUT M Y SP IRIT O N ALL FLESH; 

YOUR SONS ANDYOUR DAUGH TERS  

SHALL P ROPH ESY.    JOEL 2:28A  

In 1970, the prophecy of Joel came to fruition in the 

Lutheran Church in America (LCA) when, on November 

22, ELIZABETH PLATZ was ordained into the ministry 

of Word and Sacrament. She was the first Lutheran 

clergywoman in this country. Before the year ended, the 

American Lutheran Church ordained its first woman 

pastor, BARBARA ANDREWS.  
 

Pastor Platz never intended to be a trailblazer. She grew up 

in our synod, at Redeemer Lutheran Church in Carrick. 

She entered Gettysburg Seminary in 1962. She had no 

desire to become a pastor at that time, but she wanted to 

study systematic theology, and the only way to do so was 

to pursue the Bachelor of Divinity degree.  

And so it was that, when the church voted to ordain 

women, Elizabeth Platz was one of a handful of women 

who already had the necessary degree for ordination. Upon 

ordination, Pastor Platz became the chaplain at the 

University of Maryland-College Park. She retired after 47 

years of service to the university.  

In 1979, EARLEAN MILLER became the first African 

American woman ordained by the LCA. LYDIA RIVERA 

KALB became the first LCA Latina clergywoman that 

same year. As women of color, Pastor Miller and Pastor 

Kalb had to overcome not only sexism, but racism in the 

whitest denomination in America. Pastors KAREN 

BATTLE and BRENDA HENRY still serve as 

trailblazers as the only clergywomen of African descent 

who have ever served in our synod or its predecessor 

bodies.  

CAROLINE MENDIS, our synod’s longest ordained 

clergywoman, entered seminary in 1970. “I went through 

seminary with the synod hardly being aware of my 

presence. There was very little contact with people from 

the synod. ... I did not feel welcomed in in the synod… 

there wasn’t a sense in which I knew there was going to be 

a place for me.”  

The support from Gettysburg Seminary wasn’t much 

better. When the first-year field assignments were made, 

she called the pastor at that church and spoke briefly with 

him. The next day, the wife of that pastor called the 

seminary placement office and said, “No. We can’t have 

this person.” Pastor Mendis continued, “So, I didn’t have a 

placement. [The seminary] talked about getting me a 

different one, but they never did.”  

The internship assigned to Caroline Mendis was in the 

middle of nowhere, on East Swamp Road in Potter County, 

New York. There was no pastor at that church. “Hardly 

anybody knew I was there.” Fortunately, the bishop knew, 

and saw her gifts. “When I was ready to be ordained (in 

1974) that synod opened the doors to me and said, ‘We 

would be happy if you came up here.’”  

Before she began her call in Mayview, New York, Pastor 

Mendis came home to be ordained. However, when she 

called the synod office the day before her ordination, the 

bishop asked, “What’s your name again? Who are you?” 

She replied, “I’m one of the ordinands!”  

After some years, Pastor Mendis and her husband, Pastor 

George Mendis, returned to our synod and served together 

at Christ Lutheran Church, Millvale, from 1989 until their 

retirement in 2014.  

SUSAN DEVINE is our synod’s most recently ordained 

pastor. Her experience of support from the synod and 

seminary is far different from Pastor Mendis’. For 23 

years, Pastor Devine worked in banking, but she had a 

sense that she was being called to serve the church. She 

kept telling herself, “I have a family to raise. I’m too old. 

I’m a woman. But the Holy Spirit kept nagging. My 

husband, Keith, said ‘You’ve been thinking about this for 

over 20 years. You just need to do it.’” So, she talked with 

Pastor Ed Sheehan, then an Assistant to the Bishop, who 

helped her work out a distance learning program with a 

seminary that allowed her to continue to work full time.  

On February 15, 2020, Pastor Devine was ordained and 

called to Pittsburgh Lutheran United Ministries. The 

support of Pastors BETH SIEFERT and MELBA 

DIBBLE, and the camaraderie she now shares with Pastor 

Brenda Henry and Vicar MANDY GILBERTI has been a 

blessing. “One of my favorite pictures from my ordination 

is when Pastor Beth and Pastor Brenda put the chasuble on 

me. They didn’t just drape it on me. They took care to 

adjust my collar, make sure that my hair wasn’t stuck in it. 

It was a caring moment... we’re in this together and we’re 

going to take care of each other.”  

In thinking about how much things have changed, Pastor 

Mendis reflected, “It sounds as though Sue has had much 

more camaraderie with women pastors in the sense of 

being together in that journey. I don’t think I ever had 

that.”  

*This article is excerpted from Wayfarer Magazine: Stories from 
the Road, a publication of the Southwestern Synod of the ELCA, 
issue no. 3, August-October 2020.  The full issue and more may be 
viewed at swpasynod.org/wayfarer. 


